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Sixrrz Discovkszs upon Lu- 
ther's Explanation of the Second Ar- 
ticle of the Creed, which is as follows : 


Believe that Jeſus Chriſt, very God, begot- 
ten of the Father from all Eternity; and 
alſo very Man, born of the Virgin Mary in 
Trme, is my Lord; who has purchaſed, ran- 
emed, and redeemed me, forlorn and undone 
Man, from all Sin, from Death and the Power 
of the Devil; not with Gold and Silver, but 
ib his Holy precious Blood, and with his in- 
nocent Sufferings and Death, that I might be 
his own, and live under him in bis Kingdom, 
and ſerve bim in everlaſting Righteouſneſs, In- 
nocency and Happineſs, like as he 1s riſen frem 
the Dead, and now lives and reigns to all Eier- 
gity. This is certainly true. 
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I believe in Feſus Chriſt, his only Sen our Lord, 


DISCOURSE . 


T believe. 


Believe. Thou believeſt that there is one God, thou 
doeft well : The Devils alſo believe and tremble, 
James ii. 19. 

A clear Demonſtration, that it is not enough to 

Salvation, to believe one only true God. 

God fo loved the World, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whoſoever belieweth in Hi, ſhould not periſh, 
but hade everlaſting Life, John iii. 16. 


And the Goſpel is given to this End, that ye might 


believe, that 7e/#s is the Chriſt; and that believing ye 
might have Life through his Name, John xx. 31. 
This therefore is the Difference between. our Belief 
and that of the Devils. 


We believe in his Name, which is J; for he all 


i oo his People from their Sins, Matth. i. 21. We muſt 
learn to know his Name aright. 


This is Life eternal, that they might throw thee the 


only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent, 
John xvii. 3. | 
The Lord ſaw before-hand, that People would think 
it enough to Salvation, to believe in God ; therefore he 
adds, Believe alſo in me. John xiv. 1. 
' That which may be known of God, is manifeft in them ; 


for God has fhewed it unto them, Rom. i. 19. 


Now if the Enemy of Souls cannot hinder Men from 
believing thus much, (nay thus he believes himſelf} he 
perſuades them, that that is the ſaving Faith which he has. 
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Some will allow, that there is one only God, and 
Rand in Awe of his Name; becauſe he can puniſh, 
chaſtiſe, viſit, and condemn. 

This reſtrains People from Sinning ſo freely, and 
makes honeft and Juſt Men. | 

But few know and believe any thing of Chriſt. l 

For the Proof of this, one need not go out of 
Chriſtendom, 

What other Nations, Mahometans and Few, believe, 
the ſame believe alſo thoſe that call themſelves Chriſtians. 

And moſt People require no more of an honeſt Man, 
than to have an awful Regard to God the Creator of 
the whole World. | 

A great Unhappineſs this, that People have only to 
do with God, and little with Jeſus Chriſt ; as if he had 
not been found in the World, nor was to be found in 
the Bible; or as if he was a Cypher, and one could be 
ſaved without him. | | 
Hence it is, that Diſcourſes of our Saviour are counted 
#rivial, and only fit for Schools ; not for wiſe and great 
Men, who commonly think and talk but cooly of him. 

Others, that among Chriſtians are eounted the beſt 
and moſt pious, ſhew more Zeal than ordinary in the 
Knowledge of God, and avoid offending him, becauſe 
he can call them to His Judgment. 

But Chriſt is all this while unknown ; and I believe 
many would linger out Years, without once naming off 
Jeſus, were they not ſhock'd ſometimes with a ſudden 
Surprize, or with ſome Pain, 

It is highly neceſſary to lay this Matter to Heart, 
and make it our earneſt Buſineſs to know Chriſt; 
what there is in his Perſon and Offices; and that not 
only in order to improve ourſelves, but to ſet forth 
evidently the unknown Saviour to all the World, and 
particularly to the Chriſtians ſo called. 

For tho' they continually ſay, we muſt know and 
have him in our Hearts; yet it is but too true, the 
World doth not know him, John xiv. 

Only learn to know Jeſus: He alone can deliver us. 
from Sin ; he can relieve, when all human Means tall 
Mort, | | 
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in the Children of God, Sin is lock d upon as a Ma- 
lefactor and Priſoner, who dare not lift up his Head. 

The old Man has had his Sentence paſs'd upon him 
by Chriſt, that he ſhall die upon the Croſs and be anni- 
hilated, Rom. vi. 

For this Purpoſe, the Son of God was manifeſted, that 
he might deſtrey the Works of the Devil, John i. 3. 8. 

The Believer dare not ſo much as give Ear to Sin, 
fince the ſolemn Divorce between the Soul and her old 
Huſband through the Body of Chrift. The Soul muſt 
now cleave to her right and lawful. Huſband, and bring 
forth Fruit to everlaſting Life. 

This Privilege is a great Happineſs for us. 
But it is not antecedent to Grace. One mult have 
receiv*d Remiſſion of Sins, as an ungodly Perſon; then 
this Privilege follows. 

The Remiſſion of Sins is obtained by Faith in the 
Name of the only begotten Son of God. 

Our Faith muſt ſtand faſt upon the Merits of our Sa- 
viour; auh gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us 


from all Iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar Peo- 


ple, zealous of good Works, 

Tis neceſſary. in hearing any Diſcourſe, to have the 
four following Queſtions in one's Mind. 

Fir/t, What is the Meaning of the Word? How is it 
to be underſtood ? 

Secondly, Is the Word well grounded ? Doth it agree 


with the Scripture ? 
Thirdly, Have I experienced this ? And then follows,. 


Feurthly, How ſhall I come to the Knowledge and 
Practice of it? 


And all this muſt be obſerved in the Doctrinè of Jeſus 
Chriſt; it muſt be underſtood, conſidered, ſought after, 


and found out. | | 

A real Faith is, 70 receive Crit, John i. 12. A. 
many as received him, to them gave he Power to become 
the Sons of God, even to them that believe on his Name. 


We do not ſee him with our bodily Eyes, which 


might be of no Signification if we did, as we may ob- 


ſerve in the People of his Time ; but the Word of Chriſt 


is near us, and ſets the Myſtery of the Croſs in as clear 
a Light, as if the Lord did ſtill hang before our * 
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This kis Word we muſt receive and keep in Simpli- 
city, as the Primitive Believers did ; but more eſpecially, 
when we perceive the Power of God touches our Hearts, 
in order to make them burn and ſet them all in a Flame. 

To beheve his Word, 1s the firſt Duty whereon our 
Salvation depends. 

We muft believe in his chief Name, Jeſus the Re- 
deemer, the Saviour and Reftorer of Salvation ; for he 
muſt redeem is People from their Sins, Matth. ii. We 
mult believe, 


 F#ir/?, That he is the Saviour of Sinners, who died 
for the Sins of the whole World. 
Secondly, That he, as a Malefactor, hung upon the 
Croſs between two Murderers, and was thus vilified, 
deſpiſed, torn and wounded, out of Love to our Souls. 

f TRiraly, That he has purchaſed, reconciled, redeem- 
ed, and to highly loved us, that he laid down his Life 
for us; and that becauſe he io valued our Souls, and 
bought them at ſo dear a Rate, he has the firſt Right 
to us. 

In this glorious Redeemer's Name we muſt believe. 

This Matter is too weighty, and too difficult for hu- 
man Reaſon. 

Many therefore will not approach this Truth; and 
if they try, yet ſhrink back immediately, becauſe 
they neither can nor deſire to believe. 

This is the very Reaſon why ſo many Souls are loſt, 
even becauſe of their Unbelief: For wvithout Faith it 
is impoſſible to pleaſe God. | 

I hey can not enter into Reſt, becauſe of Unbelicf. 

Wherefore Faith is ſuch an eſpecial Gift of God, that, 

IF whoever poſſeſſes it, can never bleſs God enough for it. 

| | This is the Point ſo hard to many, that they rather 

S chuſe to do and ſuffer any thing. 

I Tis the Cauſe of ſo many religious Exerciſes, all in- 

1 vented to ſupply the Place of Faith. 

p * 'Thus Faith is a ſtrait Gate, which few find, Matth. vii. 
The whole Intreaty in Chriſt's ſtead turns upon this, | 
| that we be willing to be reconciled, 2 Cor. i. 5. Free 1 
| Grace will afterwards do, beſtow and perform all the ref. | 

God is willing to beſtow his Grace upon all Sinners 
for Chriſt's axe, 
Chriff 
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=” 75 Chriſt died for Sinners, and not for tHe Righteous: 

= '| We are by Nature all equally Sinners before God ; 
ts, N but Men are ſo diſguiſed by Reaſon and Education, that 
ne. | they do not know themſelves, 0 | 
ur k One judges another from his whole Heart as a Sinner, 

and condemns himſelf unawares. 

= . Many a one has not had the Opportunity or Temp- 
— ! tation to Sin, elſe he might be far worſe than any other. 


For in the Heart lies hid all manner of Sin. 
Tis but a poor Method to judge of People meerly by 


ed their outward Actions; but it is much worſe, from the 
| Igntermiſsion of this or that Action to-conclude, that 
he Peoples Minds are free from Corruption. 
d, 1 The Lord ſearches the Heart, and his Eye-lids look 
* = after Faith. 
+4 * Outward Actions fall under the Cogniſance of publick 
ite 15 uſtice; but the divine Judgment penetrates the Heart. 
nd 2 | Wherefore we muſt all come to Jeſus as Sinners, and 
ht = accuſe ourſelves, according to our Hearts, as Rebels, 
 Fornicators, Drunkards ; as impertinent, wild and falſe 
ky = Creatures; and, as ſuch, implore his Grace, and the 
a = Righteouſneſs purchaſed by his Blood. 

3 The moſt innocent and moſt pious, who perhaps has 
nd old an unblameable Life from his Mother's Womb, ſo 
uſe 2? that he might be counted a Saint, of whom no body had 

ſeen or heard any ill, needs this as much as Men of the 
ſt, moſt reprobate ſort. | 

a All want one and the ſame Grace, the ſame Mercy, 
and the ſame Blood of a Redeemer ; neither doth our 
willing or running, our Repentance and Amendment, 
* _ but Chriſt's Satisfaction and Atonement upon the 
roſs. | | 
KT This, tho' it may be abuſed, to carnal Security, yet 
| remains an eternal Truth. 
_ Let every one therefore acknowledge himſelf a Sinner, 
5 and humble himſelf for the Grace beſtowed upon him, 
u. = mwhichis merited for all. 1 
wy 7 There are ſo many ſorts of Men enſlaved by Satan, 
1 ; through ſo many Forms of Wickedneſs, and ſo many de- 
|. ' Jaded under the Pretence of Goodneſs, as can never be 
» diſentangled, but by being made ſenſible of an univerſal. 


Diſcaſe, and of an univerſal Remedy proper for it, 
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All Men then want Grace, as well profligate as lo- 
neſt; all want the Blood of Chriſt, which alone can 
avert the Wrath of God, purify the Heart, cure out 
Diſeaſe, root out the Love of Sin from the Bottom, and 
reſtore and make all good again. 

We are Sinners as well with all our beſt Perfor- ig 
mances, as with all our Enormities. 5 

And, without Chriſt, no Reſolution to avoid Sin, and 
to live godly, avails any thing. 
! Wherefore our important Buſineſs is to obtain Faith 
Bj in Chriſt. Jeſus muſt come to be our Faith, our Love 4 
nand Hope, the whole and ſole Object and End of our 
Fi Life; fo that all our Thoughts, Words and Deſires be 7 
0 full of him. 
| And then we do not tremble like Devils by our F aith, 
[i but are ſincere and confident like Children, 
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HIS Name is a ſirong Tower, and a City of Re- 
fuge, into which we muſt fly for Safety, Prov. x. 
But few Men underſtand it. 
The Angel of the Lord explains it to the Virgin Ma. 
4 15, Math. i. 21. Thou Halt call bis Name Jeſus: For 
. he ſpall ſave, or redeem, his People from their Sins, | : 
The Jus waited for the Meſſiah as their King, on- 
ly regarding their outward Neceſſity, and Slavery; as 
generally natural People do, who know of no — 
Trouble than bodily and publick Calamity, and are 
hardly to be convinced, that Sin is the . of all 
Evils. 
For this Reaſon John was ſent to convince the People, 
that their Salvation conſiſted in the Remiſsion of their 
dins. 
And from this very Ground the Angel declares, that 
the Saviour would deliver them from the Dominion and | 
Pow er of Sin. Ji 
But 
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But which is that People he is to ſave? Chiefly and 
properly the Jar. 

But when his Office was no where leſs valued, than in 
his own Country, and the Jeaus did nat receive him as 
their Meſiab; then the Heathen and the whole World 
were choſen ; and the Words His People had a vaſt Ex- 
tent. 

And other Sheep I have, which -_ not of this Fold: 
ohn x. 1 


Them alſo 1 muſt bring, 
e Fold, but we come in by 


We are not of 
Grace to ſu pply their Place. 

Therefore tis ſaid, Marth. xxviii. Co ye and teach 
all Nations, They were to begin to preach at Feruſa- 
fem, in Fudca, and Samaria ; but afterwards to go to the 
xttermoſt Parts of be Earth. 

It was our Saviour's longing Deſire to have that Fire 
ſoon kindled he was to ſend upon the Earth, 

He is a Saviour of all Men, Tim. i. iv. but his Belie- 
vers experience, enjoy, and make Uſe of this. 

The Apoſtles recommend his Salvation ii call their 


to it. 
Fax Jeſas is the univerſal Reſtorer of all Mankind; 
and the Propitiation, not for ours only, but for the Sim 
of the whole World, John i. 2. 

The Wall of Partition is broken dxwn ; and thoſe, cube, 


Sometimes were afar off, are made wigh 5 the Blood of 


Chriſt, Eph. ii. 

But this is no Contradiction to that Text, where tis 
faid, John xvii. that he did not pray for the W orld, but 
tor his Believers, 

For that was his Laſt Will and Teſtament, when our 
Saviour was wholly taken up with making his Will, and 
gonſtitutmg Executors. 

But on the Croſs he remembered not only his own thas 
were in the World, whom he loved unto the End, but al- 
ſo thoſe that crucified him, his Enemies, the greateſt din - 


ners and Tranſgreſſors, I/. liii. and made Intercelsion, + 


for them. 

The firſt Proof of his Interceſsion being anſwered, 
was maniteſted in the Thief that was crucified with him, 
that was converted and made his Friend. 1 
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Nut which'is that Sin he is to deliver us from? Eve: 
1 knows and feels, that Sin is no Happineſs for 
an. But one need not make a large Deſcription of 
it. According to the Goſpel, Jobn iii. 9. the not belie- 
wing on Teſus is that very Sin; when, from a carnal. 
Mind, one doth not care, either for him or his Fellow- 
ſhip, Rom. viii. which Enmity of Unbelief extends it- 
{elf ſo far, that even the Children and Servants of God 
are hated, becauſe they are in Favour with God. | 
Te muſt be hated of all Men for my Name's ſake, © 
John XV i. | 2 | 
This has not only happened in Times of Heathenimm, 
when it was ſaid, Vir bonus, ſed malus, quia Chriſtianus; 
he is a good Man, but becauſe he is a Chriſtian, he is 
good for nothing; but it is the ſame Caſe now even in 
the Midſt of Chriſtendom. GO 
_ Tis very well known how little Honour accompanies 
the Teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt: On the contrary, how: 
much Ignominy and Perſecution ?- 81 
Indeed Believers are not concerned about that; be- 
eauſe the Love to the Croſs of Chriſt, and the Salvation 
they enjoy in their Lord, is dearer to them than any, 
Thing elſe. They know He fared no better, but was 
firſt and moſt perſecuted, John xv. and that their Suf . 
ferings is nothing in Compariſon of what He bore. 
- Unbelievers may be divided into two ſorts; either 
they are dead, or they are in a manner alive. | 
The former are quite dead and inſenſible, 7, e. very 
eaſy in themſelves, may ſometimes have the Character 
of very honeſt; quiet, nay good and pious People, 
as having a Senſe of God and Conſcience: But they, 2 


have no Senſe of Chriſt; they are without him, and a 
conſequently without God. 3 | 
They may nevertheleſs mean well, do a great deal of { 
Good ;. their Mind may be raiſed ſometimes by the Con- 4. 
federation of the Word of God and the Power of pre- T8 
wventing Grace; but all this vaniſhes again, and is no» L 
divine Seed. | be 
Nay it may happen, that ſuch People do not obſtraſ {| 
the Kingdom of Chriſt ; yea they may be uſeful in pro- 12 
moting it, and Lovers of Goodneſs; but their Heart 
is aud remains a Rock. E. 


They 


Earth; pour out his Love into all Hearts ; endow the 


ess 
* They may alſo be convinced, that they are miſerable 
and worthleſs Wretches ; but theſe are but unſettled and 
tranſitory Thoughts; ſo that they remain indolent and 
careleſs, and have no Strength to help themſelves. 

Theſe dead People are either Virtuous; who, in a- falſe 
Sanctity, can proceed ſo far, that they may have the 
Appearance of Angels: N 

Or are Vicious; living in many Sin-, only they do 
not blaſpheme. | 

Another ſort of Unbelievers are lively and active 
enough, enlivened by the Spirit of the World, and en- 
flamed by Hell, Fames ii. * 

They carry the Image of Satan about them, and are 
declared open Enemies of the Kingdom of Chriſt; they 
ſet themſelves with all their Might to overturn it, and 
make it a particular Merit to be inſtrumental in op 
ſing the Work of the Lord's Servants. 
"Theſe are the moſt dangerous Inſtruments of Satan, 
and perhaps become his Martyrs: And ſince it is almoſt 
impoſsible to Convince them of their Errors, the Lord 


muſt apply very uncommon Means for their Delive- 


rance. > 
They are either YV7rtuous, like Saul, who thought 


within himſelf that he * to do many Things contrary 


to the Name of Feſus, and yet was unblameable accord- 
ing te the Law: Or they are Vicious, who, with their 
2 Sins, are alſo Scoffers and profeſs'd Enemies of the 

ruth; and are grieved to look upon the Servants of 
Chriſt, becauſe they reprove their Thoughts, Wild. ii. 

All theſe unhappy ſorts of People are loft and undone, 
and want a Saviour; who muſt ſave them, if ever they 
are ſaved. | 8 

But what ſignifies the Word Save? It ſignifies to re- 
ſcue Souls from the Power of Darkne/s, and to tran- 


Nate them into the Kingdom of Chrift Feſus ; who will 
raiſe the Dead to Life, reſtore the Slaves of Satan to 


Liberty, take away their Enmity and Unbelief, and 

beſtow Faith and Love. | 
Our Saviour himſelf muſt make the Beginning of ſuch 

a Salvation: I ci draw, faith he, all Men after me. 
He will do all by his Spirit; ſend a Fire upon tie 
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Dead with the Breath of Life. Attend the Voice bf 


the Lord, when he approaches the Heart with his Power, 


with his Fire, and with his Spirit; and confer not with 


" Fleſh and Blood, but be obedient to the heavenly Vi- 


fitation. | 
God fees according to his infinite Wiſdom, how to 
deal with every Soul. 
The Manner, Occaſions, and Times are ſo different, 
that they cannot be determined, ns 

The Lord touches one in a Sermon, another at Home, 


another in the Street, another in the Field, another in 


the mid Career of his Sins. 


Wherefore it is not Goſpel-like to preſcribe Rules, 
Methods and Diſpoſitions to all alike. We muft leave 
to the free Grace of our Redeemer, how he may and. 
Will lay hold of Souls. . 1 
_ Now ſince he is ready, it is a great Heaven - piercing 
Sin nat to attend and regard him, when he comes with. | 


bis divine Power to work upon the Soul. . 
Wherefore it is mighty neceſſary, whenever ſuch a pre- 


This is well to be obſerved, that one may not hinder 
the Work of God, but keep up and further it with. 
Prayers and Supplications. 

This may be done in the Heart, if one has no other 


Opportunity, with Lord have Mercy upon me a Sinner !* 

Which is as prevalent with God, as a long Prayer. 
The Cauſe of all Grace is only the Merit and Satif- * 

faction of Chriſt. He, in his bloody Croſs and Paſsion,. | 


is all in all. 

For on the Crofs he was initiated with the bloody. 
Baptiſm, as the Saviour of the World ; and there his 
Name, Jeſus, was ſealed to all Eternity. 


Wherefore he that underſtands the Myftery of the 


Croſs of Chriſt, can never want Comfort and Relief, 
even tho' he were the greateſt Sinner; for Chriſt is the 


Propitiation for all Sins paſt, and future, to all Eternity. 


On the Croſs he made a Confeſsion for all the World, 


when he ſaid, Father, forgive them: And when he 


ied * "Tis Kilb d. he gave Abſolution to all wicked 


| ce appears, to ſet afide even-the | 
- weightieft Affairs, becauſe theſe may be retrieved. 
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He that believes on him is not condemned. 

Upon this Conſideration we need not be anxious, lest 
Souls ſhould not be n and contrite enough for 
their Sins. 

Indeed all muſt feel a certain Degree of Humiliation, 
as much as our Saviour fees meceſſary for them. 

But as in the laſt Day thoſe, that ſhall be alive and 
remain, ſhall not prevent them that are aſleep: (What 
others have experienced who have been long dead, 
the ſame they that are then living ſhall experience in the 
1 winkling of an Eye, when their Corruption is chan- 
ged into Ineorruption.) Even ſo ſome in a Moment, or 
in a few Hours, ſhall experience all that which 2 
in many Days and Vears feel. 

So that no Rules or Bounds can be preſcribed to our 
Saviour in the Humiliation or Converſion of Sinners 3 
but we muſt ſubmit all entirely to his Wiſdom, how 
much Remorſe and Contrition he will diſtribute to every 
one, and how ſoon he wall deliver them. 

His Delight is to fave and deliver ſpeedily. 

Thy King comes to thee a Saviour and a Helper. 

The ordinary Method of our Saviour is not ta pre- 
ſcribe Souls a long Preparation and Form of Repen- 
tance : It coſts him oftentimes but one Word, and Grace 
is preſent, and takes away all Sins. 

It is highly requifite to meditate ſeriouſly upon this 
Matter; 10 that we may, by dur own Experience, be 
enabled to ſay, he can ſave, he can — all that come 
to him. 


DISCOURSE III. 


CHRIST. 


Z have found the Maſſial, which is, by Interpre | 
tation, the Chriſt. 

This Name he had already in the Old Teſtament ; 
it has ever been an Ointment poured out 10 the Faithful, 
YE i. vs 

Lie 
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He muſt firſt manifeſt himſelf as Jeſus every where; 
then the Soul-will alſo zence him as Chriſt. Aſter 
the Communication of Grace in his Blood, Souls are 
alſo made Partakers of his Anointing, John i. 2. 

The Name Jeſus is his own proper Name, which he. 
bears as our Fleſh and Blood for the Benefit of all Men. 
Be they ever ſo dead or fick, or ever ſo miſerable and 
ſinful, by this Name all can and ſhall obtain Life and 
Salvation. 

But the Name of Chriſt is the Name of his Office, 


and belongs only to thoſe that are his redeemed Ones 
already. 


This Name is reverend and of great Importance ; for 
the Father has ſealed and ſanctifed him for that End, 
em vi. He has appointed him to be the Lord and 


All thoſe who have hitherto bore his da and l 
never conſidered its Dignity, ought to be highly * 
aſhamed before his Face, and tremble at their bold 
Preſumption. 

The Name of Chriſt belongs only to the Head and 
his Members. 

Therefore he that will call himſelf a Chriſtian in 


| Deed and in Truth, muſt be able to ſay, I /ive, yer not 


J, but Chrift lives in me. 

I am not at all able to deſcribe a Name which con- 
tains ſo many Myſteries, Benefits, Offices, and Bleſſings. 

Truly a Soul, that knows the Name of Chriſt, muſt 
humble herſelf in Duſt and Aſhes before the Throne of 
his Majeſty ; and 1s, as it were, taken from Jeſus's Bo- 
ſom, and caſt to his Feet in Shame and deepeſt Ac- 
knowledgment of her own Unworthineſs. 

Chriſt ſignifies an Anointed. He poſſeſſeth all that 
together in the ſublimeſt Degree, which all thoſe in the 
Old Teſtament had, who were called Anointed. 

Now there were three forts of Perſons anointed ; the 
Kings, Prieſts and Prophets. Chriſt bears all theſe 
three Names and Offices : For he is called, 

Firſt, The King of the Lord, P/al. ii. yea, 7 he King 
of Kings 
5% econdly, The Prieſt according to the Order of Mel- 
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( 13- ) 
Thirdly, The great Prophet, mighty in Word and 


Deed ; the Teacher come from God; the Leader of the 


Elaers,. that rule avell and labour in the Word and Doc- 
trine ; the Firſt Martyr of the New Covenant. 

Fourthly, He himſelf is the King of the whole World: 
His Government is univerſal ; all Things depend upon 
his Breath ; the very Beaſts of the Field, 1/a. Ixiit, 14. 
And he preſerveth them. 

The Father upholds every thing by him as the Word. 
of his Poxwer, Heb. i. All Mankind live, move, and 


Hawe their Being in him, Acts xvii. All muſt ſerve him 


according to that Glory and Majeſty, which he had be- 
fore the World was, John xvii. 

But his Anointing from the Father into this World 
wes for no worldly Throne, but for a Kingdom in the 
Hearts of Men; wherefore our King of Peace, in his 
Kingdam of the Crok. doth not make uſe of that Power 
by which he can /ubdue all Things to himſelf. 

He reſts in his Children, when they ate; to ſuffer. It 
ſeems then often as if the World and Satan, the Prince 
thereof, could do what they would ; and as if it was an 
End with Chriſt, and all his Flock were caſt down and 
overcome. 

For he doth not hinder nor exempt his Children from 
the Croſs and Sufferings. He has ſuffer'd himſelf, and 
his Kingdom in the Time preſent is and remains a King- 
dom of the Croſs. 

Chriſtians therefore uſe no Methods to withdraw 
themſelves, or to avoid Sufferings, by their Riches, Au- 
thority or Power. The Servant is not greater than his 
Maſter. | 

But when the Time comes, that the Lord will execute 
ſomething through his Children, and they ſhall uſe not 
only Patience, but alſo the powerful Faith of the Saints: 

Then nothing can reſiſt them, but all muſt ſucceed ; 
and all the Creatures, even the Wicked themſelves, aiuſt 
promote their Work in the Lord with all their Might. 

The Government of our King is wiſe and wonderful, 
and humbly to be adored in its Depth. 

All muſt at laſt ſubmit and be bowed down at his 
Feet; for he is and remains the ug and Ig of all 
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( 14 ) 
the World; and all Knees in Heaven, on Earth, and 
under the Earth, muſt bend before him in his Time. 

His Name as High Prieſt is likewiſe majeſtick to us. 

As ſuch, he is appointed to be an univerſal Mediator, 
Redeemer, and Interceſſor. He atones for, and purifies 
all by his Blood. He is a faithful High Prieſt to make 
Reconciliation for the Sins of the People, Heb. ii. 17. 
And by one Offgring he has perfeted for ever them that 
are ſanctiſied. 

He prays for us. 

Reſtores us to his Father's Face. 

As fully ranſom'd by his Grace. 

He alſo brings our Prayers before the Lord, and 
makes them valid, 

Altho' we believe, yet we daily want his Blood and 
Interceſſion: For our beſt Deeds are fo full of Frailty 
and Imperfection, that they are of no Value at all 
without him. 

We want hisunterceſlion for ever, that God may be 
merciful to us ; becauſe we neither have, nor ſhall ever 
have, any Worth and Merit in ourſelves. 

His Blood ſpeaks more powerfully than that of Abel; 
for that called for Vengeance againſt his Brother : But 
the Blood of Chriſt interceeds for Grace as well for 
thoſe who actually ſhed it, as for ue, who had as truly a 
Hand in it. 

Becauſe by Nature we are all his Enemies and 
Crucifiers. 

As we were Partakers of the Sin of 44am, nay would 


de ſo ſtill, if it were to be committed this very Day. 


Wherefore it highly becomes us to humble ourſelves, 
and regard his Grace as a 24je/tick Grace, which we 
ought to ſeek and to ſue for with a moſt burning Zeal, 

This Grace we can never obtain with any Deeds, 
Promiſes of Amendment, nor any Mortifications and 
good Reſolutions of our own; but we mult beg it with 
Tears for God's own Mercy s fake, forſaking and ab- 
horring all the Works of our own Righteouſneſs, wherein - 
we formerly placed our Salvation without him. 

We muſt give the Honour to the Grace and Merits of 
Chriſt, and throw ourſelves before the Throne of his 
Grace, as poor, miſerable Sinners, who neither can nor 


know 


9 
know to help themſelves; then ball his Scepter be 


„and crached out to us. 
ne. He is alſo the great Teacher come from God, whe 
D Us. conſtitutes all other Servants and true Prophets of Gai. 1 
ator , »Tis he that puts the Word of Truth into their 6 
urifies Mouths, He is Amen, the true Witneſs, the Firſt-born 
| make of Witneſles, and the 'Truth itſelf. a 
Il. 17. He ſpoke himſelf with ſuch Emphaſis, that the Hearts f 
1 that were burning; and he muſt ſtill daily pour out his * 
and co-operate with the Word. ö 
He forces no body to his Goſpel; but the Senne ' 
of his Grace conſtrains Souls, as well as their own Mi- 1 
ſery, to come to him. 1 
and He is alſo a Preacher to the Poor; plain ſimple Peo- 5 
ple have ever been his fitteſt Inſtruments ; and tnoſe that þ 
I and hear him, muſt lay their Wiſdom aſide and become ö 
railty Children. [ 
at all And what he is, he communicates alſo to his Chit- { 
| dren, and makes them Kings, Prieſts, and Prophets, | 
ay be They have the Honour to bear his Oil, his Seal, and 1 
| ever his Name, Wherefore it is their Office to glorify and 1 
proclaim that Prophet, who has been their Leacher. 4 
Abel ; As the Huſband, fo is his Wife. The whole Church 4 
But is made up of Kings ; ; who, tho' they are concealed to 9 
I for the outward Senſes, yet rule in Truth throughout the 4 
uly a World, hke their Lord and Head, 1 
As to their Bodies, they are ſubject to all the highes F 
and Powers ; but for their Spirit,-they are placed above all I 
Slavery, in that Liberty to which the Son has e K 1 
vould them. 1 
7 They rule their oauñ Mind, Prov. xvi. 32. a [ 
elves, A Man without Chriſt is a Slave to his Pride, 3 
h we Avarice, Slothfulneſs; and cannot reſiſt, but is en 4 
cal, by their Chains from one Danger into another. (| 
eeds, But he that is in Chriſt, overcomes all that, and bes j 
s and comes a Lord over all his Paſſions ; neither doth; he i 
with dare to ſin any more; and if he durſt, he would not. 1 
d ab- A Member of Chriſt looks upon Holineſs as A great | i 
eren Happineſs and Benefit. ll 
; Faith is his Duty, and Holineſs his Nature; and L 
its of whereas other Men fight with Sin, and yet perhaps are 4 
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is under their Feet. | ; 
- Chriſtians are Prieſts of God, who daily walk in 
their holy Apparel, and % up holy Hands avithout 
Wrath and Doubting. They keep themſelves unpol- 
luted from all Things, and purify themſelves in the 
Blood of Chriſt, becauſe they bear the Lord's Veſſels. 

But the chief Duty 6f their Prieſthood is to carry the 
Death and the bloody Sacrifice of their Redeemer con: 
tinually within their Heart, and diligently to enter inte 
the Sanctuary; which Prayer of theirs doth not conſiſt 
m a long Form of empty Words, but their Hearts keep 
always more in Store than they can utter. 

Again, we are Prieſts of the living God. We ought 
to preſent cur Bedies a living Sacrifice, holy and ac- 
eftable unto God. 

He that has well learnt this double Service of the 
Lord, who can pray and ſanctify himſelf unto the 
Lord, will never think it difficult to be a Witneſs of 
the Lord. | | 

Of old that Office was not tied to a certain Tribe; 
but a Prieſt like Zacharias, a Prince like 1/aiah, a 


Herdſman like Amos; all three had a Right to teach. 


Chriſtians are a choſen Generation, A appointed to 
be Prophets, to. ſhew forth the Praiſe of him who has 
called them 1 Pez. ii. g. | 

Ye Children of God, ye are an anointed and ho- 
poured People ; but caſt yourſelves down at the Feet of 


Chriſt, bow down and humble yourſelves : Ve are made 


Partakers of him, whoſe Anointing ye have received, 
and ye know all Things. 

But all ye, that know nothing of this Mercy, and to 
whom Jeſus is ſtill a Stranger, what will you under- 
fand of him? 

What Name do you carry about you with the Dan- 
ger of your Life? 

For the Lord will not hold him guiltleſs that takes his 


Name in wain, 
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DISCOURSE IV. ® 
Very God, begotten of the Father from; 
Eternity. 


E do not deſign to produce here a Dementia 
tion of the eternal Godhead of Chriſt, but only 


relate the moſt weighty Circumſtances of his Divinity, 


To prove Chriſt's Divinity, one need but ſee whether 
he is called the Son of God, and the only begotten Son 
of God ; if ſo, he is, without any farther Demonſtra- 
tion, as ſurely God, becauſe his Father is God, as 4 
Child is a Man, becauſe his Father is a Man. 

Who has eſtabliſbed all the Ends of the World ? What 
is his Name, and what is his Son's Name, canſt tbou tell 
it £ Prov. xxx. 

We do not find this Queſtion plainly anſwered in the 
Old Teſtament ; but, in the New, Chriſt anſwers it him 
ſelf, Luke x. Matth. xi. No Man knows who the Son it, 
but the Father. 

And thus we know nothing of it but what he and 
the Holy Scriptures tells us. 

And we need uſe no other Arguments to prove this 
Myſtery, but, E is written, ſo we read. 

Moſt ſure it is, that we neither know nor are capable 
of comprehending the Depths of his Godhead ; yet the 
Comfort is, that he will reveal as much of it as he 
pleaſes, Matth, xi. 

7 he Servant doth not know what his Lord doth, tat I 
have called you Friends, John xv. f 

He that would not ſuffer a Teacher of the Fewvs to 
call him good, becauſe he did not believe him God; 
beſides whom none could be called good, accepted with 
out Heſitation or Contradiction to be worſhipped by the 
poor Man born blind. 

Tho? he did not indeed at all Times expreſly pro- 


FOE his Divinity, yet he never contradicted 1t ; but 


ccepted of the Honour of Worſhip, due to none but 
God, ; 

Nay, he ordered the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm to be 
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performed, not only in the Name of the Father and the 
Holy Ghoft, but alſo in the Name of the Son. 
St Job fell at his Feet as dead, Rev. i. 17. He 
made not that Objection, which the great Angel. made, 
chap. xix. 10. See thou. db it not 1 am thy Fellow Ser- 
= and of thy Brethren, that hade the Teſtimony of 
i. 8 | 
And becauſe he knew, that all the Angels of Gad 
- ſhould worſhip him, he has beſtowed upon the Hearts of 
all his Children the ſame Mind and Inclination to wor- 
hip him. 
He. has given us bath an Underſtanding, that we 
Know how to worſhip him, and an Example. For he 
lift up his Hands and. bleſſed them; and it game to paſs 
+. while he bleſſed them, he was parted from them, and 
carried up into Heaven, and they worſhipped him, 
Now we ſhall mention ſome of the chief Obſervations 


tures makes about the Divinity of our 
Saviour. | 8 | 
' The firſt thereof is, that Chriſt is the only Son of God 
in the Bofom of the Father, For all the others, which 
are called Sons of God, are but adopted Children, 
/ choſen by Grace; not only. at the Time when Chriſt 

died, which was the Seal and finiſhing Stamp of our 
Election; but they were elected from the Foundation 
of the World: yet all for the Sage of Chriſt the only 
| begotten Son of God, and for the Sake of their intimate 
Relation to him. | 

This makes us Members of God's Family, and gives 
us Grace to be called the Children of God, Joh i. 
But Feſus Chrift is by his Birth- right, and by. Nature, 

the Son of God's own Heart and Boſom. 

From hence proceeds the ſecond Obſervation, that 
tbe Fazber loves the Son by Nature. 

For when he recommended him to Mankind, he ſaid, 
This is my belcved Son, in. whom I am well pleaſed. This 
is that Myſtery of. Love betwixt Him and his Father, 
his laſt Prayer is full of, John xvii. | 

The Father alto teſtifies his Love to him in this, that 
be is of the ſame Mind and Will with him, 

He has ſpoke to us by his Son, who is in his Boſom : 
He has declared and revealed to us his Father's Win, | 
17 
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The Love of God to Chriſt can never be diminiſtied;. 
nor increaſed, nor changed, John iii. but is eternal and. 


unchangeable ; whereof none can have an adequate 
Conception but the Spirit, who ſearches the deep Things 
of God, 1 Cor. ii. 10. 


The third Obſervation. of the Divinity of Chriſt in 


Connection with the Father, is, that he did not ſpare 
his only begotten and entirely beloved Son, but has given 
him up for us all, Rom. viii. 

God fo loved the World, that he gave his 25 begotten 
Son, that whoſoever belirues in him, ſhould not periſh, but 
have everlaſting Life, John iii. 

This demonſtrates the Depth of Love in God, and 
his univerſal fatherly Heart, the Council of God ſeeing 
it fit and unavoidably nec „ not able to find out a- 
nother Way to ſave loſt Mankind, than that God muſt 
give himſelf to be the Propitiation for the World. 

The fourth Point of Obſervation, is this, that the Fa- 
ther did not compel the Son to ſuffer, but that it was 


.. ms Sove.eign Son's free Choice. 


He had Power to lay down his Liſe, and to take it uf 
again. 

He was not obliged to redeem Mankind; neither 
could he have incurred the Wrath of God if he had re- 
fuſed it: If it had not been his own Will, he might 


have dropt it; he would, nevertheleſs, have been God, 


and we the Devil's Sport. 

It depended entirely upon him, and notwithſtanding 
he pray'd to his Father on the Mount of Olzves, that 
he would take that Cup from him, which was alſo that 
momentous Part of Conformity to our Sufferings, 


For he was to experience even this ſort of Anxiety, 


Confuſion, Darkneſs, and Perplexity, that he-might 
know, by Experience, how to-ſuccour deſponding Souls 


in the like Circumſtances, Hes. 11. 


Vet he was ſtill the Sovereign Lord, to do and to 


ſuffer what he would, even unto- the Croſs and the 


Grave; but his Love carried him through all the Com- 


bat to Victory. 


The fifth Obſervation is, that the Father loves him, 


even upon account of laying down his Life, Jas << 
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and humbling himſelf unto Death, even the Death of the 
Croſs, Phil. xi. 

He look'd upon him with Delight and Satisfaction, 
even in his holy Purpoſe, as well as after he had over- 
come and done all, made good his Undertaking, and 
ranſomed the World. | 

The fixth Obſervation is, that the Father did appoint 
a Reward for all the Labour and Pain his Manhood 

ſhould undergo in the World. 

4 ſhall ſee of the Travel of his Soul, and ſpall be fa- 
tisfied. 

He ſhall deliver Man and introduce him into Glory. 

As God, he wanted no Reward ; but what he accepts 
as Man, is a Type of the Reward of his Followers, 
who, after they have overcome, ſhall fit with him in the 
Throne of his Glory, Rev. iii. 21. ; 

What could he as God, the Lord of all, and Creator 
of the whole World, obtain and acquire more ? 

But Judgment is given him, all the Majefty and Glo- 
ry of the Royal Throne of 7-/us appertaineth to his 
Manhood. 5 
And thus it is to be underſtood, that the Son ſhall be 
ſubject, 1 Cor. xv. Since he is here the faithful Ser- 
vant in the Kingdom of Grace, the Steward of God's 
Family, the Head of his Body the Church, the Cap- 
tain of their Combat and Victory. | 

He cannot always be the Servant and Minifter, but 
the Completion of this OEconomy only waits till his 
lat Enemy is made his Footſtool. 7 

The laſt Enemy which is to be deſtroyed, is Death. 

The Servant abideth not in the Houſe for ever, the 
Son abideth ever, John viii. 35. | 

His Manhood and Miniſtry had their Degrees. He 
increaſed in Wiſdom and Stature, and Favour with God 
and Man. He did not know — and experienced; He 
prayed — and was heard. 

And it is a fixed Truth, that the Majeſty of Jeſus 
Chriſt, which he had from all Eternity, muſt be well di- 
ſtinguiſhed from that State of Humiliation his Love was 
pleaſed to enter into, tho? it be the ſame Man Jeſus 


Ctilt, 1 
Br; 


( #r ) 

But who can underſtand this, except he to whom the 
Son reveals it ? Sh; 

Such a wiſe Man hears and adores him m Silence, and 
ſays to his Godhead and Manhood, Amen. 

Thus it ſtands faſt, that Jeſus Chriſt the Son of 


God, with the Father, is to be praiſed and magnified 


to all Eternity ; and that he only humbled and emptied 
himſelf. of his Glory out of Love to us. : 

Feſus Chriſt, the ſame Yeſterday, and To-day, an 
for ever, Heb, xii, Men and Angels ſhall worſhip him, 
Rev. v. 

May he grant us to pay him that humble Obedience, 
in this Time of Grace, which is due to him from all his 
redeemed Ones in Eternity ; that we may become true 
Members of his Body, of his Fleſh and of his Bones, 


according to his ſacred Manhood; and he remain for 


ever the glorious Head of his Body the Church. | 
Who would not, in Love to him, with Joy, xejeR 
and deſpiſe the Trifles of this World, and live only to 
him? Let us never forget theſe two Conſiderations : 
Hr, That God was a Pilgrim; and ſuch a miſerable 
Man in this World as we poor Mortals are. 
For that will make us willing to become a Reward 
for his exquiſite Pain and Labour. 
Secondly, That our Brother, and inmoſt-beloved Sa- 


viour, is the great Reconciler of Sinners, the Lover of 


Mankind; tho? here in the miſerable Form of a Servant, 
nevertheleſs the eternal and living Son of God, and 
the Lord God in the higheſt. 

This makes us look upon the whole World as a little 
Corner of Duſt, and all the Inhabitants thereof as Graſs- 
hoppers. It will make us think, as if we and the Lord 
were alone in the World, and loſe all Admiration, all 
Sorrow and Joy in him. For he overbalances all, and 
will himſelf be all in all to us, 


DIS 
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DISCOURSE V. 

And very Man, born of the Virgin Mary 

oi ene In Time. 8 

HE Father has alſo given him Authority to ex- . 
ecute Judgment, becauſe he is the Son of Man, 

John v. 27. 

Theſe are our Saviour's own Words of the Son of 


God; wherein he plainly declares one of the Reaſons of J 
his Manhood. ; 
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i The well known Reaſon was, that none could recon- 
J | cile us to God, no Brother, no Angel, nor any Crea- l 
| | , ture: Therefore God gave his only begotten Son to be a E 
N Propitiation for us all. aria f 

I od could not die, and yet he would die: Therefore 
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it Be humbled himſelf, and took the Form of a Servant upon 
065 him, Philip. ii. the Form of ſinful Fleſh, and became 0 
it 9 as truly Man as he was God. | 2 
Wt As he was in the Form of God before, ſo he was N 
Wl ſeen afterwards in a human Form; as very Man in hu- | 
fl, man Form, as the Angels of God adore him in his di- I . 
5 vine Form. | | | 
1100 Me therefore, when we on one hand caſt ourſelves 0 
ll down in Duſt before him at his Feet, becauſe he is God, c 
f the Lord in the higheſt, can approach him on the other 
hand with Joy, cordial Affection, and Confidence, be- it 


cauſe he is a whole Man, ſuch as we are. N 
And this is our Labour to preach Chriſt crucified, * 
and ſet him forth evidently before the Eyes of Men, with 
[his real Death for them; but riſen again, and fitting now 3 


at the Right-hand of Power. | | 
? Yet this Subject has been made contemptible ; becauſe Þ 
it has been ſo often rehearſed in Hymns, Prayers, and * 


Sermons, without being underſtood; while the Teacher 
1 did not know what he ſaid, nor the Hearer what he 
— thought. - C 
1 But whoſoever is aviſe, or, as St Paul ſaith, 7s perfect, 
'Þ limÞ.js Wiſdom, 1 Cer. ii. 6. | 13 
The ſecond Reaſon why Jeſus is come in the Fleſh, is, 
vor he might execute Judgment, 
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He can have Patience with us, and * how 


- to diſtinguiſh betwixt Malice and Weakneſs. 


He has felt our Infirmity; for he was a real Man 5 in 


Soul and Body, and Partaker of Fleſh and Blood, like 


other Children. 


He has experienced whatever they meet with in Life, | 


He was made like the meaneſt of all. 

There is no Man in ſo miſerable and deſpicable a Figure, 
who could not remember, and comfort himſelf with this, 
that Jeſus had been inꝭ the ſame Condition as he is. 


In the Wilderneſs he felt the Aſſaults of the Devil, 


and the fiery Darts of the wicked one. 

He, as Man, has been ſtruggling, and was obliged to 
arm himſelf with the Word of God, and with Prager 
like other Children of God. 

He depended upon his Father in conflant Reſignati- 
on and Faith, : 

After he had faſted forty Days, be felt a great Weak- 
neſs of Spirit, and other Symptoms, incident to another 
Man in the like Circumſtances. 

From hence it is, that our Saviour, in his State of 
Humiliation, calls his Father our Father, and his God 
our God. 

Vet we know we are but Men, and He God: We 


Children by Grace, He the Son of the Houſe: He Lord, 


and we Servants: He has Life of himſelf, but we have 
it from him, 

All we have is of his Grace and Mercy. 

That is and remains true: In regard of his Worth 
and Dignity, we are mere nothings, and little Atoms 
of no value. 

We are Creatures, He the Creator : We Members, 
He the Head. All our * Graces and Virtues, we 
have from him. 

Vet notwithſtanding we are what He was. 


We can believe, love, and keep Faith and a good | 


Conſcience, as He did, 


This he begg'd of his Father in his Laſt Will, that” 


He might be in us, a and we in Him, and that he ſhould 
keep us, John xvii. 


This is a Matter of the utmoſt Importance, which 
ſhould 


He 3 what Diſpoſition we are of, Heb. ji. 
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ſhould make the deepeſt Impreſſion on all our Hearts. 
We ſhould make it our greateſt Joy to tread in his 


Steps, and walk as he walked. 


For'every Man that bath this Hope in him, purifieth 
bemſelf, even as he is pure, 1 John iii. 3. And he that 


- faith he abideth in him, ought himſelf alſo to walk even 


as he waſkea, 1 John ii. 6. | 
Nothing but the Life of our Saviour is the Rule. - 
The Looking-glaſs of Holineſs 3s this: We have the 
Mind of Chriſt, 


And this Mind we can 1 obtain no otherwiſe, than by 


remembering, that the great and unchangeable God, 
who dwelleth in the Light which no Man can approach 
unto, 1 Tim. 6 16. has made himſelf viſible, and has 

appeared in the Form of finful Fleſh, and has judged and 
condemned Sin in his own Boay. 

- "This is that great Myſtery of the true Religion; God 
manife ted in the Fleſh. 

And this is what St Paul wanted to apprehend, wiz. 
to know him, and the Power of his Reſurrection. 

And when he ſaith, Fight the good Fight of Faith, be 
thau Lord over Sin, the World and the Devil, he adds, 
Lay hold on eternal Life, 1 Tim. vi. 12. 

But this is Life eternal, to know Jeſus Chriſt, 

Here it is nothing but Patchwork, where one doth 
not know the whole: But there js. perfect Knowledge, 
where we ſhall know him, as we are known, 1 Cor. xiii. 

Wherefore true Religion conſiſts in being initiated, 
Day by Day, more and more into this Truth, That Je- 
ſus by Grace is become a Man, and has been like one 
of us; and that at laſt it may and muſt be ſaid of us, 
As he is, fo are we in the World, 1 John iv. 17. 


DISCOURSE VL 


Is my Lord. 


Y Lord and my God ! Thou knoweſt all thoſe Blef. 
ſings we enjoy in the Knowledge of thy Govern. 
ment, and in what manner we are to be delivered at 
once from all our former Sins. 
Thou, 


an by 
God, 
woach 
d has 
d and 


» God 
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Thou, King of the whole World, knoweft how haps 
py thy free Subjects are, that have given themſelves up 
to thee, and ſubmitted to thy Government. 

Make us all ſo happy, that are here before thy Pre- 
ſence, that this important Truth of thy Sovereigizy 
may be declared, if not with all due Exactneſs, yet 
according to thy real Intention, for thy Mercies fake, 
Amen, 

If ary Man love net the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let him be 
Anathema Maran-atha. 

I will not enquire at preſent, whether this is the Form 
of a Ban or Curie, or a Relation of the unhappy State 
of thoſe Souls that do not love Jeſus, like that in Rev. 


xi. 11. He that is unjuſt, let him be unjuſt fill; and 


he that is righteous, let him be righteous till: So as if he 
would ſay, He that doth not love the Lord Jeſus, is 
curſed, and cannot inherit the Bleſsing 3 he is undone, 


| our Peace cannot reſt upon him ; for the Source of all 


Peace 1s Chrift our Peace. 

But be that as it will, the Declaration remains firm, 
that all the Souls, of any Congregation, that does not love 
Jeſus Chriſt, are accurſed. 

The Threateni ing of the Apoſtle might not impro- 
perly be applied to us Chriftians, who ute the outward 
Form, and will not be excluded from God's Family and 

the Church of Chriſt : But I wave that, and only declare 
to all, that the old Corruption we have by Nature, 
and which ſhould hare been, nay, may have been ac- 


tually taken away by Baptiſm, is yet preſent and return- 
ed again; is till preſsing, nay, will preſs you down to 


Hell, if you do not love the Lord Jeſus, 4 

This great Privilege of the Love of Chriſt, is ground- 
ed upon ſeveral Principles of the Holy Scripture. 

The Apoſtle ſaith, He died for all, that they which 


live, . ſhould net henceforth live unto themſelves, but unte. 


him hich died for them ond reſe again, 2 Cor. v. 15. 
and Rom. xiv. 9. 7 this End Chriſt both died and rofe 
and rcvived, that be might be Lord beth of the Dead 
and the Loving. 

To him therefore belongs the Kingdom and Sovereign 
Scepire over all Souts, over all Mankind upon the Face 
of the Whole Earth; particularly over thoſe that are in 
C | one 
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8 | 
ane Society and Congregation, where his Doctrine 5s 


Es freely confeſſed and publickly declared. Theſe ſurely 


have nothing to object, when they hear of Jeſus laid 
home to their Hearts. 

But wherein doth his Lordſhip and Sovereignty conſiſt ? 

In this particularly, that his Subjects are a free, wil. 
ling People, whoſe Delight is to ſerve him with Joy and 
Gladneſs; which the Lord expreſſes thus, F a Man 
love me, he will keep my Words, John xiv. 27 And 
Luke vi. 46. Why call ye me Lora, and do not the 
Things which I ſoy? 

Truly this Subject, that Chriſt is our Lord, is of ex- 
quiſite Energy and Experience. 

Whoſoever knows in this preſent evil World, that je- 
ſus is his Lord, the ſame has tound out a Myſtery, which 
can ſupport and comfort him all the Days of his Life, 

We know it we live in Lime, or in Eternity, we 
keep this our Lord. 

We need not quit his Service ; we are happy for ever 
in his Communion. : 

He is a moſt gracious Lord ; and if we miſtake a 
Thing in our Poverty and Frailty, he will always judge 
us according to our Hearts, and never require of us the 
Iſue of I hings, but look upon the Sincerity of our In- 


tention, Great Works do not convince our Saviour 


that we are his. 

To remove Mountains, caſt out Devils, cure the Sick, 
and work Miracles, are no Proof that we are his. 

For in the loft Day, when Profle fall ſay, Have we 
mot propheſy'd in thy Name And in thy Name calt out 
Dewils, and in thy Name done many wonderful Things ? 
Then he will profeſs unto them, I newer knew you, 

On the other-hand, the pooreſt and greateſt Sinner, 
that obtains Grace, tho' he has no one Moment's Time 
to do any good Work, has as gracious, loving. and kind 
a Lord and Maſter, as he that has actually done many 
good Works in God. 

It ſounds terrible to Self love, that we deſerve no- 
thing at all with all our Works ; that all our beſt Deeds, 
tho" they are done in and for God, when we ſhall ap- 
pear before his Face in the laſt Day, can merit rothing. 

But the very doirg any Thing, tor our bleſltd Re- 
decmer's ſabe, is Reward enough of wdclf. 
That 


( 9-3 


ine 10 | . 
ſurely That we ſerve him, is already a Reward ; arid js at- 
s laid tended with ſo much Satisfaction, Peace and Serenity of 
Mind, that whenever we have done any thing, we are 
nfiſt ? rather aſhamed, that he has made Uſe of us, than to put 
„ wil- it to his Account. 
y and Nay, if one ſhould rejoice at any Time in any La- 
Man bour of Grace, a holy Shame ſeizes and convinces us of 
And ſo many Frailties, that we have Reaſon enough to thank 
t the God, when we forget ourſelves, and think upon nothing, 
but that we have a Saviour. 
of ex- Thus it is with his Servants, 
Nothing is here required but a ſincere Will and Faith- 
at Je- falneſs. 
which But if they will merit any thing, they get nothing but 
ife, Pain and Trouble. 
y, We He rewards according to his Pleaſure, and the laft re 
ceive the ſame as he gives the firſt, Matth. xx. | 
Ir ever Do but agree with thy Saviour, he will abate thee 
nothing, but certainly perform what he hath promiſed: 
te any But thou muſt not look upon him with an evil Eye, that 
judge deſerves nothing, and yet receives as much as the. 
us the The Sum and Subſtance of all that can be ſaid to all 
ur In- In general, or to every one in particular, is this, O might 
aviour 2 be thy Lord ! Didſt thou once know what a Lord 
e is, thou wouldft love him. 
Sick, The World promiſes a great deal, but performs little; 
and if ſhe keeps her Word, and perhaps ourdoes her 
Ve We Promiſe, it doth not come up to him, who promiſes 
t out nothing but Sufferings, Perſecution, Poverty and Death 
bings ? for his Name's ſake, | 
1. This is the Salary, by which the Soul enjoys more 
Inner, Eaſe and Content, and has far lefs Thoughts to change 
Time her Maſter, than any one can have in that Service, where 
d kind he could have all the Pleaſures and Treaſures of the 
many World. 
I beſeech you all fincerely to enter deeply.into the 
ve no- Meditation of the Sufferings of Jeſus. 
Deeds, A Man of the meaneft Capacity can comprehend and 
all ap- experience this, as well as the greateſt, wiſeſt, and moſt 
hing. Honourable and venerable of all. 
d Re- I cannot deny, however, that here a great many 


Things may be wanting which our Saviour requires, 
That | C 2 
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aſhamed before his holy Face, when this happens all on 


Fa 


and many Things may occur, whereof the Soul may be 


a ſudden ;. for the Drawings and conſtraining Motions 
of Love to him are quicker than our Thoughts and Re. 
flections. 

But by this we ſee what a good Lord we have; how 
faithful he is; how he deals and bears with us; how 
he knows to rectify all our Faults, and ro apply, by 
his Wiſdom and Faithfulneſs, all the Wants of our Ex- 
perience. J 

The living and abiding Impreſsion of this is ever in- 
creaſing, and never leaving us, wherever we are; when- 
ever we. cat, or drink, or travel, tis preſent with us, and 
mixes itſelf in all Diſcourſes, upon all Occaſions, and 
in all our Buſineſs and Actions of Life. | | 

This Impreſs:02 doth not permit us to do what we 
pleaie, but ties us to the Yoke and Regularity of Chriſt. 

This Impreſsion cannot take Effect tiil the Man is 
Alive; till the Son of God makes him hear his Voice. 

And this is the bleſſed Effect of the Blood of the 
Lay, Which makes the Heart melt in a Moment, and 
cafts out Death, that Lite may take place; if Men, at 
the Hour when the Lord comes with his Spirit, to im- 


print the Word of the Croſs, do not make their Hearts 


as an Adamant, and harden themſelves, ſeeking Relief 


by Books, by Men, by Diverſions, and other truitlefs 


Amuſements, againſt our Saviour's kind and folemn In 
vitations. . 


Our own Hearts will tell us how often we have dong, 


and do this ſtill. 8 
And now I muſt mention, in a few Words, how. we 
ought to behave in our Call, that we may not fruſtrate 


the ſame. 


Here many wall object and ſay, tho* I would willing- 
ly reſign myſelf entirely to my Saviour, yet I cannot 
do it, becauſe I ſerve ſuch a Lord or ſuch a Maſter, 
where 1 have ſomething elſe to mind; or the Circum- 
ſtances of my Affairs with other People will not permit 
N 


But all this doth not, in the leaſt, interfere with our 
Saviour's Service. 


, One 
% - 
P f 


t 
| 


Relief 
uitleſs 
n In. 


(+29 

One may be, and do any Thing in the World, pro- 
vided the Condition, or Buſineſs, is not finful in itſelf. 

What particular Conviction any one may have of his 
own Condition, is quite another Cafe ; for what is hurt- 
ful to one, may be uſeful to another, 

What can forward one, may be a Hindrance to ano- 
ther: The Lord may, with Patience, bear in one, what 
he cannot ſuffer in another. 

But, in general, in all the outward States, Conditi. 
ons and Trades of Men, (if they are approved in Scrip* 
ture, or tolerated) our Saviour may be the Lord in them 
all. a 
For all Men in the whole Univerſe are his Subjects, 
and all the Creatures his Servants. You ſerve the Lord 
Chri | 

« the Servants, that were Slaves to their Hekithen 
Maſters, were commanded to do their Maſters Nen | 
as to the Lord Jeſus. 

Whether you eat or drink, or whatever Je do, do all to 
the Glory of God, 1 Cor. x 31. 

The Lord our Saviour is ſo intimately united with 
his Men and Maid Servants, that he has a Hand in al 
their meaneſt Offices. 

Whatever they do with Chearfulneſs, without any 


Deſign for Self-intereſt, but from a true Principle, ſe 


that they can ſay, tis my Office, my Duty, I will do 
it with all my Heart; this is what the Lord Heſſes, di- 
_ proſpers and protects, as we lee in the Example 


ZJeſepb. 
Saviour ſhews his Servants in the moſt ſimple and 


natural Manner, whether we pleaſe him or not. 


He convinces us of what is contrary to his Will; but 
that is an unprofitable Servant, who, whenever his Lord 
requires it, doth not, in a Moment, abandon all his For- 
tune, Honour and Glory, | 

He doth not ſend Trials to no Purpoſe, but is very 
exact in his Demands. 

As the Preſerver of the whole World he will have 
every Thing to be done in Order, and loves to fee his 
Children diſperſed upon the Earth; and his-Uiſciples to 
ſanciity all vrates, all Employ ments, and all Conditions, 
as thoſe do that are governed by another Spirit. a 
« | 5 


( 3» ) 

It were therefore to be wiſhed, that this whole Count 
try ad City might be repleniſh'd with Men and Maid 
Servants of Chriſt, who neither changed nor defired to 
forſake their Condition, but endeavoured to get a new 
Heart, another Spirit, and a new Principle, to do their 
ſeveral Buſineſles by. | 

Then would this human Generation rejoice, and even 
thoſe would be the better for it, who do not know Jeſus, 
but are ſtill under the Patience of God, tho” not his 
Children yet. 9 2 | | 
Thus it is with the Service of our Lord, which is 
grounded upon this, T7 hy Sins are forgiven thee : And 
begins with this, I avill, be thou clean. 

He that pretends to belong to God's Family, is accur- 
ſed by the Apoſtle, if he doth not love the Lord Jeſus, 

But whoſoever rejects all thoſe outward Things, and 
freely confeſſes that he doth not trouble neither his 
Head nor Heart about a Saviour, he lies both under the 
Wrath to come, and under the univerſal Corruption; 


Where he puts on the Curſe like a Shirt, which will 


never leave him ; nay all is deadly and damnable about 
him; and his whole outward Life is but a Curtain 
drawn betwixt him and eternal Perdition, or Hell itſelf : 
So that when his earthly Tabernacle falls to Pieces, he 
Jinks immediately into the Pool of Damnation, without 
knowing how to help himſelf. 

_ This is truly that lamentable Condition, which turns 
all the Glory and Riches, all the Crowns and. Scepters, 
and all the Palaces and Pleaſures of this World into 'Tor- 
ments and Wilderneſſes. 

And here we can appeal to all Mankind's Experience z 
for it lieth in every Man's Breaſt, of what Condition 
or Quality ſoever he may be. . 

But to have that Experience, which all thoſe bleſ- 
ſed Souls enjoy, that live in and with our Saviour, Men 
muſt wait with Patience for the Voice of the Son of 
God. 6 

O Thou true and ever bleſſed Redeemer, I beſeec 
Thee with an humble and filial Heart, to have Mercy 
upon all thoſe, that in theſe Days have been pleaſed, 
and for the future ſhall be pleaſed to hear the Teſtimony 
of thy Dcminion, of thy eternal Peace and * 
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.thy Merits, and of the bleſſed State of thoſe Souls tha 
are united to Thee: Embrace them all with the Arm 


of thy infinite Compaſſion, and be preſent with them in 
all their Ways, make them ſenſible of thy — 
that thou mayeſt enter with thy bleſſed Spirit to — 
their Sins, to take away from them all Death and 
dition, receive them. into thy Kingdom, and bleſs the 


 xemaining Days of their Lives, and all their Circum- 


ſtances, with Peace and Joy. 
For thou art the great and good Saviour and Lover 
—— all which are of an incllimable Value to 
ee 
They are thy Joy md Glory, they are the Crowg 


of thy Head; take them all into thy Protection. 


The Father has given them to thee: Thou art to be 
their Head and King; thou art to dwell in 27 and 


walk with them. 


Do this, O moſt merciful Lord and Saviour, p 
larly in all that are here before thee ; eſtabliſh any Go: 
vernment in their Hearts, and pour out thy Peace, which 
paſſes all Underſtanding, for thy infinite Love ms 
Faithfulneſs ſake. Amen. 


F 
DISCOURSE VII. 
Who has redeemed me, a loſt and undone Cres 


ture. 


Am come to ſend Fire on the Earth, and aubat aul 
J. that it were already hindled ? Luke xii. 49- 

This was our Saviour's longing Deſire, when he came 
upon the Subject of executing the great Deſign of our 
Salvation. 

When we ſpeak of the Salvation of us all, the Na- 
ture of the Subje leads us to three general Obſervations; 

Firſt, That we are loſt. 

Second, That we are condemned. 

Third, That we are to be redeemed ; or rather, ac- 
cording to the much more emphatical Expreſsion of our 
Article, that we are redeem'd already, Tbeg 
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329) 
I wdeſe three Things we muſt have in our View, ws; 
that we are loſt, condemned, and redeemed. And all 
theſe three Qualities are verified in us at once, viz. Every 
Man, who neither has, nor knows Jeſus yet, is in the 
Eyes of a Servant of Chriſt, that underſtands the My- 
ſtery, not only a loſt and condemned, but alſo a re- 
deemed Man. 

And this is the Reaſon why the Children of God are 
not eaſily provoked to be angry with wicked People: 
For, notwithſtanding all their moſt miſerable and unrea- 
ſonable Doings, by which they hurt themſelves moſt, 


they are looked upon as redeemed Ones, and may be- | 


come ſuch as we are, 

For we are entirely convinced, that we are but by 

Grace and Mercy what we are. 

We know, we are even ſuch loſt Creatures as they, 
and are redeemed by the ſame Blood of the Covenant 

as they are 

Ile chat is convinced of this Truth, can eaſily evade 
all thoſe Difficulties, which are oppoſite to that loving 

\ Deſire, of furthering Souls in the Knowledge of their 

own Redemption, and bringing them to the Land of 

the Living. 

O how were it to be wiſh'd, that the Satisfaction, the 
Grace and the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, ſhed for them all, 
were once fo truly prefent with, and applied to them, 
that it might be as manifeſt in their Hearts and Conſci- 
. ences as it is in the holy Sight and Judgment of God! 
Then they would receive the Benefit = Comfort of it. 

But whence is it that we are ſo hard to be perſuaded 
of our own Redemption, nay, doubt of it, when we look 
upon ourſelves ; and that all Converſions begin with a 
Doubt, not only whether-we are redeemed, but alſo 
whether it be poſſible for us to obtain Grace? 

Whence is it that Trouble and Anxiety are the firſt 
Thoughts of a Man that comes to himſelf, and awakes 
from his deadly Sleep? Hence it is, becauſe he makes 
no due and true Reflection upon his loſt and damnable 
State and Condition. 

For did we believe this, we could eaſily :omprehend 
"aud reconcile the e Y 

leis 


Not 


1 
- Tkeiah ſays, We all, life Sheep,, have gone afrey, æur 


c Pi turned every one to his own 


To be loſt, is, according to common Senſe : 
Firſt, Not to be there where we ſhould be, and'can 
be found of thoſe that ſeek us; neither are we able to 
find our Way back again from our ſtraying Conditions 
Second, To have neither Hope nor Proſpect to reco. 
ver one's Eſtate, Health or Life. This, and the like, 
is called, in the World, to be in a loſt Condition; which, 
in a ſpiritual Senſe, is as much as to ſay, we have loſt 
the Way of Salvation out of our Sight, neither do we 
know how to find it again, nor where we are. 
St Paul ſays, Deſtruction and Miſery are in their Ways, 
and the Way of Peace have they not un, Rom. ut. 
16, 17. 
To diſpute with Men about this, that in their Ways 
is nothing but Miſery, is almoſt unneceſſary. For it 


will not be long, but they will grow ſober from their 
Drunkenneſs, which makes them fancy, that they are 


in a good and ſafe Condition; nay, you will fee hardly 
any one go out of this World, that will not confirm it 
in his own Perſon, and ſay, hn my Mays are nothing but 
Deſtruction and Miſery ; my Days are vaniſaed, I have 
ſeen no God in them. 

But often, before this, while Men are ſecure, and do 
not care what becomes of them, the gracious Hand of 
God overtakes them, and makes them tremble at his 
—— and their imminent Danger, that they do 
ow what to do. 

They are convinced they cannot eſcape, but muſt fall 
into his Hands now or hereafter. 

This is ſuch a Shock they cannot reſiſt. 

His Word is a Hammer that breaks the Rocks, 

And all that a Soul feels in that State of her own 
er is a Scene of eternal Wiſdom and Grace. 

Whoſoever ſees a Soul in that Condition, cannot but re- 
oice and think, O that poor Child, which is oppreſſed 
and bowed down with the Weight of his Sins and his 
own Condemnation, the Lamb is now certainly paying 
his Ranſom. 


l From this State one enters into the State of Redemꝑ. 
on. 
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from all Eternity. He aroſe afterwards, and ſhewed wo 


0 34 ) 
One knows and can ſay with chearful Confidence, I 


was loſt and am found; I was condemned, and am re· 


deemed. oe 

But you can never prove this Holy Truth to Peoplg 
that have had no Experience of it. 

As long as a Soul is not convinced, that ſhe is dead 


and in a State of Damnation, the preaching of Grace 


will be to no Purpoſe, and the glad Jidings of the Goy 
ſpel will have no Effect upon her. 
One may reform, do good, and get the Credit of au 
honeſt and pious Man. 

But Grace never takes place, but where a Man knows 
kimſelf to be condemned. | ; 

Then our Saviour and all his Apoſtles preach the Go- 
ſpel to the Poor. 

Then Streams of Grace ran from the Wounds of our 


Redeemer, that one can ſay, Abba, Father; and from 


that Moment tis manifeſt in the Soul, that one is 2 
Child of Grace. | Sh 
Our Redemption conſiſts properly in this: The ever- 
living Son of God, who is as truly the Son of God as any 
Man's Son is a Man, has been pleaſed, becauſe Sinners 
could be redeemed by no other Means, in the Love of 
his Father, through the Co-operation of the Holy 
Ghoſt, (yet out of his free Choice) to humble himſelf, 
and to be born a Man, in the Form of ſinful bleſh, like 
as other Children are; to ſuffer a moſt vile, ſnameful 
and curſed Death, in the Eyes of all tne World; to 
hang upon the Croſs, as a Malefactor, between two mo 
[notorious Thieves; to be railed at, ſpit upon, ſcorned 
and mocked at; and all this with no other View, and 
to no other End, but to redeem the whole Race of Men 
from Sin, Satan, Death and Hell; to take away the 
Curſe from the whole Earth, and to reſtore eternal 
Righteouſneſs, which had been loſt by Sin; to exalt 
Mercy above Judgment; to gain a Victory, the like 
the World never heard, nor will hear of : and thus, in 
one Moment, by the Reſignation of his Spirit into the 
Hands of his Father, and laying down his Life, to ex- 
ecute the beſt Defign of Divine Wiſdom, and which the 
Will, Counſel and Love of God had refolved upon 


To 
that / 
Rom. 


e 35) | 
ſelf to a few Souls, teaching and explaining to th 2 


the Myſtery of his Kingdom more accurately and fully, 


that ſo they might become his Witneſſes in all the World: 
After all theſe Franſactions, he aſcended above all Hea- 
vens, where he, as Man, ſits at the Right hand of 
Power, as the Head of all his faichful Believers, to 
reign over all the World, but in the Form and Figure 
of the Croſs: wherein He and his Believers are looked 
upon as nothing, or as if they were made for nothing 


elſe but Sufferings, and for a Spectacle of Angels and Men. 


But the greateſt Part of tue World, or almoſt all the 
Souls for which he died, go on careleſly under his Eyes 


and Patience; and are far leſs concerned for his Res 


demption, Death and Reſurrection, than he would be 
for the Loſs of any Trifle. 

Altho' this is a divine Truth, able to inſpire us, who 
believe, with Love, Reſignation and Awfulneſs ; and 


to preſerve and deliver us from all Sin in Time and E- 


ternity ; yet all Men have not Faith, 1 75% iti. 2. 
Amen ] declare to all that hear me, that next the 


Incarnation and Death of our Redeemer, it is the great- 


eft Mercy, the higheſt Benefit, and the deepeſt Wonder, 
God can beſtow upon, or reveal in us, when he makes 
us believe in his Son Jeſus Chrift ; who, by his Death 
and Martyrdom, has redeemed all the Souls of Men, 
taken away Sin, ſuffered and underwent that Baptiſm 


which he ſo much longed for to fulfil: by all which he, 


as Man, merited and obtained the Right to become a 
Preacher, who ſpeaks more powerfully than the Blood 
of M, and of all other Witneſſes ; a Teacher, in 
whoſe Words is Grace, Redemption and Salvation. 
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DISCOURSE VII. 


Ranſomed, gained, or purchaſed. 
LL Things are yours, but you are Chriſt's, 1 Cor, 
„ 
To this End Chrift both died, and roſe, and revived, 
that he might be Lord both of the Dead and the Living, 
! | They 


Rom. xiv. g. 
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Vg auere thine, and thou gaweſt them me, John xvii, 6. 

T heſe three Texts of Scripture demonſtrate one and 
Ws ſame Thing, viz. That Souls, which are redeemed 

by Jeſus Chriſt, are great and mighty Men ; who can 
boaſt with T ruth, that all is theirs, 

St Paul ſays, the Apoſtles are yours ; all Men in the 
World, they may treat you as they pleaſe ; all Things 
in the World are yours ; Life and Death are pom 
What can you delire more ? 

| Were this permitted to Men in their corrupted State, 
it would produce a great Confuſion and Diſt irbance 
and if Men were allowed to uſe all Things, as they do 
ſometimes the few Things of their own, there would be 
no living in the World ; but all this is guarded againſt, 

For all thoſe that live ſtill in their natural Depravity, 
are ſo little Maſters over all, that they themſelves are 
meer Slaves of Sin and Death. 

But thoſe that can claim all for their own, are a 
Myſtery unknown to the World, and ſtand in an Obe- 
dience towards their faithful Redeemer, Which the 
Apoſtle calls the Obedience of Faith; an Obedience 
which proceeds from this, that we know he is our 
Lord; that we ſee him with our Hearts, as if we jaw 
him with our bodily Eyes ; that we keep cloſe to his 
Croſs and Death, and to our Redemption in him; and 
that we cannot but love him with all our Hearts. 

As the //-aclites yyere cured from the Bite of the fiery 
Serpents, by looking upon the brazen Serpent ; ſo do 
we look upon Jeſus, ys Author and Finiſher of cur Faith, 

So did the fick and diſtreſſed People in his Time; 
they look'd upon him with the Eyes of Faith. 

With theſe Eyes we lay hold of his Heart; fo that we 
lwe in a moſt intimate and tender Communion with 
him. 

But it doth not ſtop here; but we take alſo his Yoke 
upon us, as the golden Chain about our Neck. We are 
drawn with Cords of / Love; and theſe are likewiſe the 
Ornament to the Cloaths of Salvation, aud to the Robe 
of Righteouſneſs. 

Tis alſo called the Badge of our Order, which we carry 
about us as a Pledge of his Love and our Vaiclaulneis, 
that we dare not do our own Pleaſure; but chat we have 

no 


{ 97 
no other Mind and Will than what the Virgin Mary had 


in all her Happineſs : Behold the Hanamaid of the Lord. 


Chriſt is now the Lord to the Glory of the F ather, 
and we are his Subjects upon three Accounts. 

1. He has redeemed us. 2. He has purchaſed us. 
And 3. He has gained and won us. Theſe are three 
different Rights. 


The Redemption is made by a Ranſom or a Price 
which is paid. 


The Purchaſe is made and obtained by Pain and La- 
bour. 

The Winning or Victory is gained by a Battle. 

Firſt, Our Saviour has redeemed us and all the 
World. He gave himſelf, ſays the Apoſtle, for all to 
be ſaved ; and this ſhould be preached in its due Time. 

Wherefore our Saviour commands his Diſciples, con- 
formable to thoſe Words, declaring to us, inſtead of 2 
ſolemn Oath, that being delivered from the Hands of 
our Enemies, we ſhould /erwe him, without Fear, in Ho- 
lineſs and Righteouſneſs all the Days of our Life. 

Go ye, Tays he, into all the World, and preach the 
Goſpel to every Creature. He that e 2 
tiſed, ſhall be ſaved ; but he that believeth nat Gall be 
eamned, And why ? Becauſe he has not believed in the 
Name of the only begotten Son of God. 

For God ſent not his Son into the World to condemn the 
World, but that the World thro" him might be ſaved. 

He that believeth on him, is not condemned; but he that 
believes not, is condemned already. 

Thus we ſee what Stumbling-block lies in the Way of 
all the World, of all wicked Doers and Infidels in all 
Nations, of all Barbarians, all half Beafts and Cannibals, 
of ail honeſt Men, great and poor, of all Learned and 
Laymen, of all Formaliſts and Scoffers, of all Beſtial and 
Moral Men, of all Philoſophers and Men of lower Ca- 
pacities ; in a word, of all that are not ſaved, nothing 
but Unbelief. 

The Scripture declares, we are redeemed from ſeve- 
ral Things ; as, 

He has redeemed us om the Wrath to come, from all 


Unrighteouſntfs, from the Poxver of the Devil, and from 
this preſent evil World, © 
He 


b ol 


=. A 

He has redeemed us aWo from our vain Conver/ation 
rectived by Tradition from our Fathers. 
Redemption, according to a ſcriptural Senſe, is an 
Action, whereby any Thing or Perſon, that is in unhappy 
Circumſtances, is ſet at Liberty in ſuch a Manner, againſt 
which the old Poſſeſſor has nothing to object, becauſe of 
the Satisfaction that is given him. | 

The Redemption of Mankind is made by a Price or 
Ranſom. RY 

St Peter warns People, they ſhould not think that they 
were redeemed with Gold or Silver, but with the pre- 
cious Blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb without Blemiſh-and 
without Spot. 

We are as truly bought, as we can buy any Goods 
from another, or can ranſom a Slave from his Capti- 
vity. We are bought and redeemed from Wrath, Jas 
ment, Curſe, and all Deſtruction; from Sin, Death, 
Hell, and the Devil, by a true, and in God's Treaſury, 
plenary and ſatisfactory Payment and Ranſom, Sig. 
thro' the Blood of him, who by the Grace of God has 
taſted Death for every Man. 


ed. 
They could not be redeemed but by an eternal Righ- 

teouſneis and an eternal Redemption. | 
For they were delivered up and fold by a Sentence as 

irrevocable as the Letters of the Kings of Per/ia. 


The Law. of Sin and Death was eſtabliſhed in the 


deepeſt Abyſſes of Eternity. 

It was declared before that Tribunal, whoſe Senten- 
ces are valid, and muſt be executed thro? all the Eterni- 
ties. 

But the Iſſue of all was this: Satan, who had really 
bound the Souls faſt according to his Will, (for, zo whom 
they yield themſelwes Servants to obey, his Servants they 
are) has nothing to object, becauſe he himſelf has exe- 
cuted the Counſel of God, by putting it into the Heart 
of Judas to betray his Maſter Jeſus, and by perſuading 
Men to kill the Prince of Life, by nailing him to the 
Croſs, and bringing the Effect of his Blood and Death 
upon themſelves and their Children. 


Wherefore he muſt now reſign them all to him, whom 


1/racl is juſtly redeemed, and his Priſoners are juſti- | 


( 39 ) 


they have offended, whom they have crucified, and” 


who has purchaſed them all anew for his Inheritance. 

To that Cod, to whom Vengeance belongeth, Ven- 
geance is his, he will repay : He will love all his Ene- 
mies, bleſs them that curſe him, do good to them that 
hate him, and pray for them that deſpitefully uſe and per- 
ſecute him; for he is the only begotten Son of the Fae 
ther. | 

In a word, we are free from the Devil. 

The World, which had enſlaved us anew, to which 
we had ſold ourſelves. - 

The frequent Signification of the Word Purchaſe is 
this: When a Man gains ſomething, either with his 
Hands, in the Sweat of his Brow, or by taking a great 
deal of Pains with his Head. 

Jacob laboured fourteen Years for his Rachel, and fix 
for his Wages, to which he appeals againſt his Father- 
in-law : I was conſumed with Heat by Day, and with 
Froft by Night, and my Sleep departed from mine Eyes, 
Gen. xxx1. 40. | 

When we conſider the Life of our moſt glorious Re- 
deemer, the long and great Pains he underwent in the 
World, the laſt Years of his publick Miniftry, when 
oftentimes he had not ſo much Leiſure as to eat, when 
he tired himſelf with Labour by Day, and with watch- 


ing by Night, when he ſuffered at laſt the moſt exqui- - 


fite and inconceivable Travel in his Soul, which made 
him ſweat Blood ; we may well believe him to have 
gained and purchaſed ſomething by all that Travail of his 
Soul, 

Certainly, if we compare our Saviour's Labour and 
Fatigue with ours, we muſt be highly aſhamed. 


Thoſe whoſe Mind is ſet upon their Buſineſs, take a 


great deal of Pain and Care; but what is all this to that 
World of more than Man-like Toil and Pain the Son of 
God went thro? in his whole Life of Humiliation, who 
had not where to lay his Head, and ſweated Blood in 
his Agony in the Garden. 

By this his Pain and Labour we are properly, and in 
a particular Manner, his Purchaſe or Reward, or (ac- 
cording to the prophetick Expreſſion) his Delight and 
Satisfaction, 
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In another Place *tis faid, My Daligbt is with. the 
Children of Men: That he may have Joy and Pleaſure 
in us, and be ſatisfied with us, Bat is the Reward of his 
infinite Pains. | . 
He has alfo won us, or, as the Original Greek very 
emphatically expreſſes it, He carries us about in Triumph, 
2 Cor. ii. 14. | ade | 
The common Acceptation of the Word, is to con- 
2 and to ſhew the Booty of the Victory, as formerly 
the old Conquerors did; who tied their Enemies to their 
triumphal Chariots, in token of their Victory. 
And thus it is, ſays the Apoſtle, God carrieth. us in 
Triumph thro' all the World, and manifeſts thro' us 


the ſweet Smell of his Honour and Glory, and that in 


a different Manner; to ſome to their Deſtruction, to 
others to Salvation, to Life or Death, 
He is ſet for the Fall and rifing again of many. 
One of the old Patriarchs ſaid, This 1 have got with 
my Savord ard Buy, . 
Our Saviour has holpen himſelf with his Arm, fo that 


the Blood of his Enemies has ſtained all his Raiment. 


1a. x11. 3. He has delivor'd us from the Power of 
Darkneſs ewith Bis Arm, be rode on becauſe of the Word 
of Truth, and his Right-hand has taught him terrible 
Things. 

His Arrows were very ſoarp, and the People were fub- 
dued unto him, even in the MidPt of the King's Enemies. 

Therefore he is ſaid to go forth conquering and to con- 
quer, Rev. xiv. 2. | | 

But this is not a Victory only like that of jubduing one's 
Enemies, but like that of reſcuing one's Allies from the 
Hands of their Enemies, and ſetting them at Liberty; 
who afterwards ſerve as honeurable Trophies of their 
Friend, of their Protector and, Supporter, to go forth 
with him. 

In the Day of” thy Poæver the People fall offer thee 
Free avill Offerings, Pal. cx. 3. 

The Enemies muſt experience this with Terror and 
Anguiſh, but his People with a thouſand Joys, 

he Chariots are his free-willing People, which free- 

ly confels to every one, that they are willing Servants 


of Jeſus, 
— Thus 


(au N 

Thus Saul faved a City in its utmoſt Diſtreſs, and de- 
liver'd it from the Hands of its Enemies, 1 Sam. xi. 

Even ſo did the old Servants of God ſuccour and ſup- 
port their Allies. Abraham procured Reſt and Peace 
to the Kings his Neighbours, which made Melchi /edech 
to meet and bleſs him, Gen. xiv. 

And even ſo did our King Jeſus, who was ours, and 
we were his ; who had promiſed from Eternity to be our 
Surety, and to pledge his Body for the whole Race of 
Mankind. | 

Wherefore he is called the Lamb lain from the Be- 
ginning; who, by his long and great Sufferings, has truly 
purchaſed us, and at laft, in the Sweat of his Brow, ob- 
tain'd his Suit, and gained the Victory for us on the 
Tree of the Croſs, in the Form of a ſuffering and curſed 
Malefactor, who bore the Sins of the whole World. 

He has brought forth Judgment unto Victory, made 
tis Enemies his Footſtool, and made a Shew of them 
openly, | 

Now ſince he has truly redeemed, ranſomed, and' 
purchaſed us from all Sins, a careful Attention is re- 
quir'd on our Part; How hall aue then eſcape, if we 
neglect ſo great a Salvation? | 

Why have we not long ago made it our Honour and 
Joy to receive this Redemption, and the Enjoyment of 
that Conqueſt obtained for us all by Jeſus Chrilt? 

He is ſo nearly preſent, and fo ready to give us all; 
and to beſtow on us his Redemption, that every one. 
may apply it to his own particular Perſon, and ſay, I 
have been purchaſed and ranſomed too, | 


He would fain make us know that we are his pur- 
chaſed Good, his Bride which he labour'd for, his con- 


» 


; quer'd. Joy, the Reward. of his Croſs, his Delight and 


Crown, wherewith he was crowned in the Day of his 
Heart's Delight, on a Day of Joy, which none can 
name but. himſelf, and thoſe that are of his Mind: For 
the Crown, in-which he ſees all his Souls as precious 
Jewels twiſted together, was the Crown of 'Thorns. 
And thoſe torn, bloody, death-pale and ſtiff Limbs, 
with which he hung before God, Men and Angels, as a 
moſt abominable Sight, ſcorn'd, ſpit upon, and ſorely 


diſtreſs'd: 
. D 3 Theſe 
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Theſe are indeed they which alone till pierce and 
-wound the Hearts of all poor Sinners to this very Day, 

For this Figure of our atoning Saviour was the Copy 
of our condemned abominable Souls; yet he loved 
us unto Death, and obtained this by his Sufferings 
upon the Croſs, that now he dare not conceal, but ſhew 
us to every Body as his Trophies, as his delivered Allies 
and his peculiar People, whom he carries through the 
World, protects them as their Hero, and never for- 
ſakes them to the End of the World. | 

To-aay, if you will hear his Voice, harden not your 

earts, 

We are not bid to force ourſelves, but only not to 
harden our Hearts. | 

Harden not your Hearts for the ſake of a little de- 
ſpicable Honour, uneaſy Pleaſure, uncertain Greedineſs, 
or ſhameful Lazineſs. 

When you feel the Power of God, do not reſiſt it; 
Tet ns not be govern'd by our Fancy, thinking this or 
that Man will deſpiſe, ridicule and forſake us,.or make 
our Life miſerable. 

We cannot deny, that the natural Inclination to what 
is evil outweighs by far the Impreſſions of the Croſs of 
Chriſt. 

Be that as it will, the Word is now declared ; you 
have heard it, and I hope it will prove a Witneſs in 
your Hearts. 

You are all together redeemed, purchaſed and ran- 
ſomed by the Merit, Sufferings and Death of the eter- 
nal Son of God, our Saviour, our Head, and our Lord. 

Now what Soul ſoever will ſtill remain a Servant of 
Sin, and die under the Direction and Guardianſhip of 
her Huſband the Fleih, her old Corruption ſhall one 
Time, with the Enemies of the Lamb, defire to ſhelter 
herſelf under Hills and Mountains ; and will then, if 
not ſooner, be convinced, that it was her ow Choice, 
and ſhe would have it ſa. 


DIS 
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DISCOURSE K. 


From all Sin. 


EATH is ſwallowed up in Victory. O Death, 
Where is thy Sting? O Grave! Where is thy 
Victory? Thanks be to God, who gives us the Vidtory, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. a 
He will have Mercy upon us, blot out our Iniquity, 
and caſt all our Sins into the Bottom of the Sea. 
And this is the Victory in which Death is ſwallowed 


up. 

Phe Sea is the Abyſs of the Mercy of God, which is 
cover'd all over with the Blood of the Son of God, as 
the Earth is with Water, | 

He drowns the Curſe of all Sin, never to riſe again, 
like a Stone caſt into the Sea. 

Death is quite the Reverſe of that, to which the Love 
and Mercy of God created us. 

God created us to Life, and that we have loſt ; but 
he, who has the Son of God, has that Life again, 

He that has not the Son of God, is ſtill in Death. 

Yet People generally take Sin to be a Delight, 

But if it were ſo, how could it be called a Sting ? 

Our Saviour tells us better what Sin is: Ton are 


\ 7 


your Father the Devil, and the Luft of your Father you 


evill do, John viii. 44. | 

Every Man ſubject to his Luſt, Covetouſneſs, Ambi- 
tion, or Love of Eaſe, &c. is a Drudge and a Slave of 
the Devil. 

And if he obtains the intended End of his Ambition, 
Covetouſneſs, Luſt, or Eaſe, he remains Satan's ſecret 
Diverſion ; and is, according to the different Paſſions of 
Men, either admired or envied, beloved or hated, os 
counted a happy Man. 

But if he has tormented himſelf twenty, thirty, or 
forty Years in his Purſuit, and obtained nothing at all, 
then he is expoſed to all the World, and laugh'd at as 
an ambitious and proud Fool, or pointed at for a vile, 
covetous Wretch ; that is the Reward he has for his 
Pains. 

The infinite Compaſlion of our bleſſed an 
moved 
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moved him to ſend his Meſſengers to Mankind, 7 agen 
their Eyes,- and to turn them from Darkneſs to Light, and 
rom the Power of Satan unto God. 

If we will live then to ſee good Days, let us turn to 
our good Lord, that our Sins may be blotted out, and 
the Time of Refreſpment may come from before the Face 
of the Lord. * , | 

Then that laborious Toil of ſinning loſes its Strength. 
and Nouriſhment, faints away and dies. 

But from whence doth this-proceed ?: 

Thanks be to God, who gives us the Victory through aur 
Lord Feſus Chriſt. | 

He has redeemed us. We may have committed ne- 
ver ſo many Sins, they are all drown'd in the Ocean of. 
the Blood of Chrift. 

All that hear and believe this, and whoſe Hearts 
are really deſirous to be redeemed from all Sin, may ex- 
perience it this very Day. ä 

No Sinner, never ſo long nor ſo groſly, is excepted. 
from this univerſal Redemption: There is no Sinner to 
whom Satan has not loſt his Claim. ü 

Ye Whoremongers and Thieves, ye Revengeful and 
Murderers, ye Liars, and whoever ye/are, ye Fearful 
rr hear and read this, will you be 

ed? | | 

Believe then that Jeſus has paid a Ranſom for you all, 


and that ye may experience it this very Moment, and. 


know that ye have been healed by his Stripes. 

The Well of Salvation is open for all Sin and Un- 
righteouſneſs. . 

Take the Alſolution, look upon him, believe and re- 
Joice, ariſe, gird yourſelves and run. 

He died for all, that they, which live, ſhould not 


henceforth live unto themſelves, but unto him which died 


for them, and roſe again. 

We are his, -and belong to him. 

As we have been the Delight of Satan before, ſo we 
may now be the Delight of our Saviour. 

Thoſe Things in his Service, which the World counts 
a Burden and · Trouble, ſnhall be our Joy and. Pleaſure. 

We are his Spouſe; the Reward of his thirty and 


whree Years laborious and painful Purchaſe. 
0 | | Whether 


6 * 
Whether we eat or drink, ſleep or Wake, labour's or 
reſt, all is done to his Glory. 
He has fought and conquer'd Satan for us, and AC- 
compliſh'd his Victory in Triumph. 
He included and delivered us up to his Father in his 


laſt Words; Father, into thy Hands I commend my Spirit. 


There God gained us again. Yeare argon to the old. 
Husband, to live to another. | 

In ſhort, all turns to this, that, after we have Nebel 
ved Chriſt, we live now, as we ſhould have done before 


the Fall, unblemiſhed and holy; only more bleſſed and 


more e 


Since he is our Lord, we muſt be his People, _ 


him and ſerve him. 


And whoever lives ſo as he did, muſt; of Necekir, 


be hated as he was, 
But whoever can ſay, I live, yet not I. but c 
keyss in we, makes light of all thoſe Difficulties. 


Ib cee 


DISC 0 URS E X. 
From Death, and from the Power of the 


Devil. 


Oraſmuch as the Children are Partakers of Fl, and 
Blood, be himſelf likewiſe took part of the ſame ; 

that thro" Death be might deſtroy him that had the Power 
of Death, that is, the Devil; and deliver them, aue, 
through Fear of Death, were all their Lifetime aher 
to Bondage, Heb. xi. 14, 15. 

By our Wages we know what Maſter we ſerve. 

'The holy Scriptures demonſtrate this. 

; Whoever has the Gift of God for his Salary, is ſure- 
ly a Servant of God. 


But he who gets Death for his Wages, is a Servant 


of him that can give nothing but Death, let him pro- 
miſe what he will. For he has nothing but Death. in 
his Power; and this is the Devil. 

By this Death we muſt not underſtand our natural 
Exit out of the World, which is generally called D e 
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This is evident from our Saviour's Words, He that b. 
Bewetb in me, though he were dead, yet ſhall he live: Aud 
auboſdewer liveth, and believeth in me, Pall never die. 

Tis worth our while to conſider theſe Words; be- 
cauſe they plainly demonſtrate, that the putting off this 
mortal Tabernacle, which People call Death, is no true 
Death, neither in itſelf, nor in its Conſequences, 

And for this very Reaſon the Scripture wiſely diſtin» 
guiſnes betwixt the firſt and ſecond Death. 


All Things born into the World, are ſubject to the 


firſt Death, viz. unto that which is introduced into the 
World by Sin. | 

And this Death we not only bring with us. into the 
World, but carry it about us, wherever we are, or in 
whatſoever we do; nay, from the very Moment of our 
Conception, Death is entail'd upon us by Nature. 

The immortal Soul, which can never die, is, while 
in the Body, incloſed in a deadly Priſon, in which it is 
carried about in the World. a | 

The Motions, Senſations, and Experiences, which ſhe 
might have, as a free Soul, are diſturbed by another 
Being, and the Soul-is many times preſſed down, as it 
were, with a leaden Weight, and turned from her Pur- 
poſe by an Accident; ſo that the whole natural Life of 
Man is but a continual Death. 

Therefore our Saviour could not mean his Diſciples 
ſhould never die in this Senſe. 

But that they ſoon ſhall live, and Death ſhall ceaſo. 

St Paul ſaith, To me to die, is gain. 


Tt is a true Gain to die: It delivers the Soul from its 


Priſon, and from that great Burden ſhe has bore ſo long 


in Humility and Patience, according to God's Appoint- 


ment, and the Example of her Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; 
who had juſt the ſame Body, and did not ſay, It is f- 
niſbed, till the Hour came to give up his Soul into the 
Hands of his heavenly Father. 
Thus Life begins, when this outward Tabernacle is 

put off; no Death is to be expected any more. 

Then the Soul is delivered from her Incumbrance, 
and comes to breathe, as it were, in the free Air. 

That which before died, and now is laid aſide, is to 


be cured in the mean Time ; and, by the wonderful 
Power 
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Power of God, is changed into an incorruptible State. 

Thus, when we hear our Saviour has delivered us 
from Death, tis as much as to ſay, he has given to his 
Believers, that as ſoon as thoſe Days and Years, 'in 
which, according to the juſt Sentence of the Fall, they 
ſhould die, are fulfilled, they fhall enter, at once, into 
Life for ever ; be freed from Death at ence, and their 
Soul, which has been waſhed and cleanſed by the Blood 
of Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall not be found naked, but cloathed, 
as ſoon as the Hour of their corruptible Body ſhall be 
pulled down and taken to Pieces. 

For they wear the Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chrift as 
their Garment, after they have put him on here in- 
Time, and are found cloathed with him. 

Whereas all other Men have nothing to expe& but 
Terror, when the Time of their Diſſolution draws nigh. 

But why ? becauſe here they are like the Children of 
God, who, in their outward Life fare no better ; but 
they have a Death within them, which they do not 
feel, a Death much more dangerous and intolerable 
than the Children of God have to ſtruggle with. For 
theſe that are Chriſt's, crucify the Fleſh with the Af 
feftions and Luſts thereof; they know how to keep the 
Body of Death under and in Order. 

Theſe, by all their Labour, Faithfulneſs and Fatigue, 
and by their Self-denial, can prevent many Eruptions of 
the Poiſon of Death; and diſpoſe themſelves in ſuch a 
Manner, that, in all their outward Affairs and Tranſ- 
actions in and for God, their Heart is always above, 
where their Treaſure is: And thus, being buſy in the 
Things of God, and the Salvation of Souls, they do 
not think upon their Decay, becauſe God rejoices their 
Hearts. x 

They hkewiſe perceive their tranſitory Tabernacle 
leſs than other Men, becauſe they pamper it leſs. 

Whereas other Men mind nothing elſe but what 
makes them feel their Death in a moſt ſenſible Manner; 
they are continually buſied about Things, whieh do but 
increaſe their Torment. 

Thus, when ſuch poor Worldlings, void of Spirit, 
quit this Life, they have nothing to expect; but, aſter 
they are delivered from their burthenſome Cottage, and 
the Soul freed from the Body, then there begins a _ 

Or- 


t as ) 
5 Torment, vi. the ſecond Death, and the Soul is cloath- 
44 ed with.ſomething elſe ; for ſhe is naked. 

1% And this unhappy and ſullied Garment will be far 
i more tarmenting to the Soul, than all the Miſery of the 
þ former Cottage was. 

"Tx Here in the World they knew how to moderate the 
We Bitterneſs of Death by ſeveral Amuſements, invented by 
1 Satan to divert the Thoughts of his Servants, in order 
5 to keep them from thinking upon the one Thing need- i 
5 ful, and from all Conſiderations which might recover 

{i them out of his Snare. t 
„ But when they enter Eternity, all their Amuſements 0 
3 are gone. All thoſe Diverſions, all thoſe Reaſonings, 

and other Things with which they have been delighted r 


* 
Ab eds a 


5 in Time, remain not; the Eyes are cloſed, the Senſes t 

il | deſtroyed, the Arguments, which they reſerved to an- 

4 ſwer the Accuſations of the Heart, are forgotten. Then * 

1 their Souls ſink down into Death; for they are con- t] 
0 demned, becauſe they do not believe in the Name of 
0 the only begotten Son of God. IT 
1 And that is unchangeably the Caſe, as ſoon as the 0 

iſt Soul plunges into Eternity, where nothing is but Truth, to 
N and every thing appears in reality without all falſe Fi- 

5 gures and Ideas; and thus ſhe ſinks down into the ſe- B. 
= cond Death with all her Knowledge, Convictions, and Je 
4p Senſations, 

* 1 heſe enſuing terrible Events, tho? here they be never 47 
ſo many Ways diverted and ſtifled, yet are always at- at 


tended with ſome ſecret Gnawings, and foreboding of 
Omens: So that Satan keeps them nevertheleſs in his 
Slavery, and doth with them what he pleaſes ; becauſe ſet 
he hath Death in his Hands, which for our Sins is en- on 
tailed upon us, and with which he can torment and 
fright us whenever he will. Re 
He can ſpoil our beſt Days and moſt joyful Hours at an 
once, that we do not know where we are. | 
All that is in his Power. He is the Prince of Dark- g0 
neſs, that worketh in the Children of Diſobedience. he 
And as the Servants of Chriſt ſay, he is our God, in of 
whom we put our I'ruft ; fo theſe poor Souls under the F fo 


Tyranny of Satan, muſt acknowledge him to be Tea bu 
Hea 
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Head and Maſter, and dare not ſtir without his Leave þ 
he is their God. 

Wherefore the Beginning of their Reformation muſt 
be made by the Grace of the Lord Jeſus, and his Mercy, 
by his Atonement and Redemption from the Power of 


Satan. 


This leads me to ſay ſomething about the Combat 
againſt Sin. 

All ſincere Souls agree, that one muſt never give way 
to any ſinful Thoughts, Inclinations or Deſires whatſo- 
ever. | * 

And every honeſt Man can relate by his own Expe- 
rience, how violently he has reſiſted his natural Inclina- 
tions upon many Occaſions, and broke his own Will. 

Such a continual Conflict St Paul relates of himſelf, 
when he was a great Philoſopher and Teacher among 
the Phariſees. 7 

He gives a large Account of it; whenever he had an 
Inclination to do good, he could not, and was ſoon 
overpowered by a contrary Principle, which forced him 
to do what he would not. 

This went on, till he was no longer a Slave to the 
Body of that Death ; for which he thanks God, thra?, 
Jeſus Chriſt, and draws this Concluſion from it, 

That he, who lives in Fe/us Chrift, deth not walk 
after the Flac, but after the Spirit. There is no Con- 
aemnation to them which are in Chriſt Feſus, the Law 
of Death being then aboliſhed. 

As ſoon as St Paul found this by Experience, he was 
ſet at Liberty, and delivered from the Power of Sin at 
once. 

As long as we live without Jeſus, and have not found 
Redemption in his Blood, ſo long we wreſtle with Sin, 
and ſtrive againſt it, but prevail not. 

And here a Man of a ſincere Diſpoſition, and of à 
good natural Underſtanding, may be driven ſo far, that 
he doth not know what to do; nay, we have Inſtances 
of ſuch People, that have run mad, for no other Rea- 
ſon, but becauſe they would be good, and do righteouſly, 
but could not effect it. 

The Devil fill treads them under Foot, notwith- 
ſtanding all their W Combat: They are be 

& 


* 
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1 
the fame Condition with David, when he ſays, The 
Enemy has perſecuted my Soul; he has ſmitten my Life 
down to the Ground; he has laid me in the Darkneſs, as 
the Men that have been long dead. 

AY this proceeds from their being Servants of Sin; 
they are looked upon as Adulterers; they have no 
Power to leave Sin, their old Huſband, and dare not live 
with another. 5 : 

But he who knows the Salvation that Jeſus has pur- 


chaſed us, underſtands the Myſtery how to get rid of 


Sin in a moſt eaſy Manner; ſo that it muſt give way, 
muſt fly and die. 
- We keep ourſelves, that the <vicked one toucheth us 


not, and reist the Devil, that he muſt fly from us. 


And this is to be obtained no other Way, than by an 
entire Dependance upon Chriſt, When we humbly 
confeſs and ſay to him, My bleſſed Saviour, I of my- 
ſelf can do nothing; I am a Man weary and heavy 


laden. Have Mercy upon me, I ſcarce can breathe. 


under the Weight of Sin ; I cannot overcome it ; de- 
liver me from this Body of Death, and ſet me free from 
my Perdition. Apply the Efficacy of thy Death to my 
Soul. Do thou ſay to mine Enemies, Be gone. Caſt 
my Sins behind thee, and ſwallow up Death in Victory. 
Then will our Saviour ſoon take our Caſe in hand, and 


receive us, who has ſaid, He that comes to me, 1 will in 


no wiſe caſt out. 
He knows very well, that we can do nothing without 
him. | 
Thus when ſuch a poor Soul, which has tired itſelf, 
and yet effected nothing at all, comes to him, accord- 
ing to his kind Invitation, the firſt thing he doth with us 


is, he preſents himielf to us, and ſays, This Child ball . 


be diſiurbed no more. 

Souls that are juſt paſſed from Death to Life, that are 
but juſt new born ; thoſe he puts to ſleep, as it were, 
and then begins to feed and nouriſh them with his own 
Fleſh and Blood, keeps and nurſes them till they grow 
up to the Stature of perfect Men. 

Of whom St Peter ſays, As new born Babes, d:frre the 
fincere Milk, that ye may grow thereby, 4 
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At that Time Satan dare not touch us, who are as 
Children in their Cradle. 

That Child reſts in perfect Peace, which keeps its 
firſt Love. 

A Beginner in the Kingdom of Chriſt, who but juft 
has received Remiſſion, whom our Saviour has but juſt 
laid upon his Shoulders to carry him home with Joy, 
lives in ſuch Security, which no Man can imagine ; he 
can ſay with Dawid, Thou haſt lifted up my Head from 
the Gates of Death. 

Indeed when we are grown up, have got Strength of 
Faith, and put on the Armour of God, then the Enemy 
gets leave to try the Children of God, what People they 
are, what the Lord has made of Sinners, and what he 
has endowed them with. 


But then the Devil is treated in quite a different Man- 
ner than before. 


Then it cannot be denied, that we fight with him. 


The World we avoid, and fly from it; and this is our 


beſt Way. 

But Satan we muſt ſtand faſt againſt, wd overcome, 
by the Power of God, whenever he attacks us. 

The Lord treads down Satan under our Feet. 

Sin is the moſt miſerable and mean thing under the 
Sun; and if any thing comes to put us in mind of any 
paſt din, we muſt treat it as the moſt contemptible 
thing, and kill it as a Fly. 

Sin has neither Right nor Power, nor is it worthy of 
our leaſt Regard. 


We muſt never ſuffer it to ſtir, or get the leaſt Ad- 
mittance. 


For our Saviour has broke down its ſtrong Hold, and 
ſpoil'd its Building. 

A Thought may come flying, and there may appear 
again ſomewhat of the Seeds of Satan, of his Craft or 
Violence; but it is cruſhed immediately under Foot. 

The Faith of a Child of God is ſo active, that when 
he perceives Sin afar off, the Anointing is immediately 
ready to warn us; and this Intimation of the Spirit is ſo 
powerful, that ere Sin can put itſelf in any Poſture, it 
is routed already. 

I hoſoever is born of God, doth not commit Sin; for 
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Bis Seed remains in him: Aud he cannot fin, becauſe hb is 
$orn of God. 


Thus we have ſpoken a little of Death, and of the 


Power of the Devil; likewiſe of the Power we have, as 


ſoon as we begin to hve. 

Then one can ſay, amidft all the Agonies of Death 
that may befal this mortal Cottage, Farewel, the Time 
35 near at hand, when Death ſhall be deſtroy'd. 

Now I am dead, I am crucified with Chriſt. I 
know the Hour will come, when People ſhall think me 
dead and gone, ſo that all is at an End; but my Soul 
will think quite otherwiſe, and look oak a . 
Reſurrection. 


That is true; I ſhall not re take this corruptible 
Body. 

My Body and I ſhall never meet again in this deadly 
Figure; my Head ach ſhall never return, 

But is this Death or Life? 

That is indeed a bleſſed State, to be paſt all thoſe 
Difficulties and Dangers, all thoſe Troubles and melan- 
cholly Proſpects the whole World is ſurrounded with. 

Every earthly God, who is ſtill under the Power of 
Satan, muſt, with an envious Eye, look upon the 
meaneſt and pooreſt Man in a Hoſpital, that loves Jeſus 
Chbriſt. 

For he muſt of Neceſſity have a princely Spirit, and 
an heroick Soul, who can give up his Life and All for 
Jeſus's ſake, and knows he 15 happy 

Surely as one has been a Slave thro? Fear of Death 
all his Lifetime; : fo one comes to be a Lord thro' the 
Hope of Life. 

Tis no Wonder that the World would willingly draw 
us back, and therefore tries all the Methods poſlible for 
that Purpoſe. | 

But it is impoſſible for us to engage in any thing elſe, 

The whole World, with all its Pomp and Splendour, can 
never come to the leaſt Conipariſon with that Salvation 
we poſſeſs, nor with that Life we enjoy, to which all our 
Endeavours are ſtretched out Night and Day; becauſe 
we know, that we are to be transformed into his Image; 
that he who raiſed up Jeſus from the Dead, will alſo raiſe 
Our mortal Bodies to Life, becauſe his Spirit dwells in us. 
D I S- 
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DISCOURSE XI. 


Not with Gold or Silver, but with his holy, 
precious Blood, and with his innocent Suf- 
ferings and Death. 


Hofoewver ſhall confeſs, that Feſus is the Son of 
God, God awvelleth in him, and he in God, 


1 John A Low 

Thus it is with a Soul, that has Faith and Life. 

As ſoon as one knows and feels, that Jeſus is the Son 
of God, every thing follows of Conſequence ; one is a 
Child of God, one is willing to reſign all. 

But Fleſh and Blood cannot reveal this. 

Education, human Arguments, and Convictions, do 
not imprint it upon the Heart. 

It muſt be done by that Light whereof St Pau/ ſpeaks : 
God who commanded the Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, 
has ſhined in our Hearts, to give the Light of the Know- 
lage of the Glory of God, in the Face Jeſus Chriſt, 
2 Cor, iv. 6. | | 

But how is it with thoſe, who really believe that Jeſus 
died for them? 

St Peter ſays, Not faſhioning yourſelves according to the 
fermer Luſts in your Ignorance. But as he, which has 
called you, is holy, ſo be ye Holy in all Manner of Con- 
derſation: Becauſe it is written, Be ye holy, for 1 am 
holy. Aud if ye call on the Father, who, without re- 
[pet of Perſons, judges according to every Man's Works,, 
paſs the Time of your ſojourning here in Fear. Foraſouch 
as ye tnow, that ye are not redeemed with corruptible 
Things, as Silver or Gold, from your vain Converſation 
received by Tradition from your Fathers, but with the 
precious Blood of Chriſt, as a Lamb without Blemiſh and 
without Spot, 1 Pet. i. 14, 19. 

Here are two Things beyond our Conception. Fi, 
The Weight and Importance of the Subject. Secondly, 
How to attain thoſe important Truths, after we have 
given our Aſſent to them. 

Every one muſt acknowledge, if it be true that Chriſt 
is made Man, 1 have no Excuſe but Ignorance or In- 
credulity. 

K 3 Ignorance 
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Ignorance, when I have heard nothing of it. 
Incredulity, when I cannot receive or believe it, 
Of the former tis ſaid, The Times of Jenorance God 
muinked at. 

But of Incredulity our Saviour ſaith, He that believeth 
not, is condemned already, John iii. 

i = that doth never feel the Wrath of God, is dead 
in Sin. 

Has he been baptiſed? Then he is twice dead. 

The Moment a Soul begins to live, and the Spirit of 
God overſhadows her, ſhe hears the Voice of the Son 
of God, which ſpeaks of nothing but the Blood of Pro- 
pitiation. 

Then can one ſay, He has loved and waſhed us from 
our Sins in his own Blood, Rev. 1.5. 

The divine Efforts in the Heart, which drives the 
Sinner to the Crofs of. Chrift, doth effect all this. 

* Here one need not anxiouſly endeavour to mend one's 

f. 

For Grace overflows all our Sins; they are all co- 
vered with the Blood of the Lamb. 

He that hath once taſted the ſaving Sweetneſs of the 


Name of Jeſus, will give him his whole Heart; and can 


be pleaſed with nothing elſe, but with our Saviour and 
with following him. 

Ye Children of Grace, that can preſent your good 
King with nothing of your own, render Thanks to that 
Mercy, which has not broken the bruiſed Reed, nor 
quench'd the ſmoaking Flax of your Faith. 

In his Sight all Men are Sinners, the pious as well as 
the profane. 

All have finned, and all muſt be faved by his free 
Grace. 'They muſt bow themſelves before his Face, 
till he relieves them out of their wretched State. 

This is a Doctrine, not of the Head, but of the Faith, 
_— draws and kindles the Fire of divine Love in the 

cart, 
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DISCOURSE XII. 
That I might be his own, 


E hall. fee of the Travail of his Soul, and Hall be 
ſatisfied, ſa. hi. vi. 

"Obſerve, 1. The Labour or Travail of his Soul. 

2. His Reward, 

I. His Labour is called the Travail of his Soul. What 
our Saviour ſuffered in his Body, is not properly the 
thing by which he has purchaſed us for his own Pro- 

erty. 
4 In his Body he became a Sacrifice for us on the Tree, 
reconciling us to God by his Ds and quench'd the 
Fire of eternal Wrath. 

The Cauſe of his Sufferings was the redeeming Man- 
kind from the Slavery of Sin and Satan, and to do Pen- 
nance for us on the Croſs, 

There is no need of our Piety and Godlineſs to make 
us Partakers of the Death and Croſs of Chriſt ; but we. 
obtain that as Sinners, without any Regard to our 
Works, if we believe. 

This is the Effect of the crucified Body of Jeſus, 

But the Matter which lays the utmoſt Obligation 
upon us, is this, That his Soul was in Travail, and 
laboured. 

He expected his Death above thirty Years, and knew 
that he ſhould die for the Sins of the whole World. 

In that whole Time he felt whatever a Man could 
ſuffer in his Soul, all our Infirmities, Difeaſes, Temp- 
tations, and Trials. 

All that join'd together, when he ſweated Blood on 
the Mount of Olives; and when he eried out upon the 
Croſs, My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me ? 

All theſe Sufferings he underwent on Purpoſe to gain 
our Souls to be his Bride, 


And this he ſuffered in a quite different Manner from 
his Witneſſes, 


For they enjoy*d the greateſt Chearfulneſs of Spirit 


in their Sufferings ; whereas he was deprived of all Joy 


and Comfort. 


4 II. His 
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II. His Reward for this Labour was foreordained to 
our Redeemer by his heavenly Father, 

Two Things were promiſed him. 

1. He ſhall ſee his Delight. 

And, 2, He ſhall be fatisfied. 

I. He ſhall ſee his Delight. 

In the preſent Courſe of the World we cannot but ob- 
ſerve how little Regard is paid to our bleſſed Redeemer, 

His Children, whoſe Number is but ſmall, are look'd 
upon as Monſters in the World. 

Their whole Ambition and longing Deſire is to be- 
come the Reward of his Soul's Labour. 

And yet they are look'd upon as dangerous People, 
or ſuch as one ſhould be very cautious to converſe with. 

And if they are allowed to paſs for the Children of 
God, yet the World doth not change its Behaviour, but 
remains as it was before. 

Vet the Happineſs of thoſe is great, whom our Sa- 
viour acknowledges to be his Delight. 

No Man can deſire a greater Salvation. 

And our Saviour takes his Delight in all thoſe whom 
he knows will receive and embrace him, 

He foreſees how many in ten, twenty, and thirty 
Years, ſhall be added to the Number of thoſe that are 
ſaved. 

Second iy, He ſhall be ſatisfied. 

This Expreſsion goes beyond the Reach of our Con- 
ception. 

According to our common Acceptation, to be ſatisfied, 
is to get as much as one wants; to obtain as much Pro- 
viſion as one ſtands in need of ; or to eat as much as 
ſatisfy one's Hunger. 

But if the Son of God ſhall ſatisfy his Hunger and 
Thirſt after Souls, that muſt, no doubt, be ſomething 


unſpeakable and inexpreſible ; nay, ws exceeding all 


our Thoughts and Hopes. 


This encourages his Soldiers to fight, and to labour 


with Pleaſure. 

There will be ſtill a Time, wherein his Souls ſhall be 
numbered by Millions and Myriads. 

Indeed the full Extent of this Expreſsion ſurpaſſes the 
Reach of all Words, 
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He, who with Hunger and Thirft after Souls, fpent 
above thirty Years, and ventured his Life more than 
David's mighty Men, to quench their Maſter's Thirſt; 
yay, even at his Death, expreſſed his longing Defire by 
his Thirſt ; he, I ſay, ſhall be ſatisfied. 

We, who are to be the Reward of our Saviour, muſt 
be brought ſo far, that we can ſay with Truth: I have 
no Will of my own; I renounce all the Honour, Riches, 
and Pleaſures of the World, 

All T have, belongs to my Saviour. Neither is there 
any Need of enumerating any Virtues and Good 
Works. | 

All is his from this very Hour. He demands his Re- 
ward, and we believe that he deſerved it. ä 

And this is the Matter, which all true Servants of 
Chriſt ought highly to obſerve. 

When Souls are dead, they may be told too ſoon, 
mat they are the Reward of our Saviour. 

He demands theſe Wages of his Labour, when he 
forgives our Sins. 


We muſt firſt know, that we are redeemed and pur- 
chaſed by him. | 

This is ſometimes our Saviour's Buſineſs, by the Law, 
whereby we are brought into Straits. He ſhews us 
our Miſery, ſtrips us of all our felf-conceited Virtues 
and Merits, and convinces us that: we are Sinners, 

By theſe Means we learn to value the eternal Worth 
and Weight of our Saviour's Merits ; and when he for- 
gives us our Sins, we fall down at his Footſtool, and 
acknowledge, that it would be a Heaven-piercing Sin, 
to with-hold the Reward of his Labour from him ; as 
it the bloody Sweat of Chriſt trickled down upon the 


Ground in vain. 
S IT TIEN ITN EINER 
DISCOURF#TS. al 
Ta live under Him in his Kingdom, and to 
ſerve Him. 


ORD, remember me, when thou comeft into thy 
Kingdom, Luke xxiu. 42, 
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II. His Reward for this Labour was foreordained to 
our Redeemer by his heavenly Father. 

Two Things were promiſed him. 

1. He ſhall ſee his Delight. 

And, 2. He ſhall be fatisfied. 

I. He ſhall ſee his Delight. 

In the preſent Courſe of the World we cannot but ob- 
ſerve how little Regard is paid to our bleſſed Redeemer. 

His Children, whoſe Number is but ſmall, are look'd 
upon as Monſters in the World. 

Their whole Ambition and longing Deſire is to be- 
come the Reward of his Soul's Labour. 

And yet they are look'd upon as dangerous People, 
or ſuch as one ſhould be very cautious to converſe with. 

And if they are allowed to paſs for the Children of 
God, yet the World doth not change its Behaviour, but 
remains as it was before. 

Yet the Happineſs of thoſe is great, whom our Sa- 
viour acknowledges to be his Delight. 

No Man can deſire a greater Salvation. 

And our Saviour takes his Delight in all thoſe whom 
he knows will receive and embrace him. 
| He foreſees how many in ten, twenty, and thirty 
Years, ſhall be added to the Number of thoſe that are 
ſaved. 

Secondiy, He ſhall be ſatisfied. 

This Expreſsion goes beyond the Reach of our Con- 
ception. 

According to our common Acceptation, to be ſatisfied, 
is to get as much as one wants; to obtain as much Pro- 
viſion as one ſtands in need of; or to eat as much as to 
ſatisfy one's Hunger. 

But if the Son of God ſhall ſatisfy his Hunger and 
Thirſt after Souls, that muſt, no doubt, be ſomething 


unſpeakable and inexpreſsible; nay, Tar exceeding all 


our Thoughts and Hopes. 


This encourages his Soldiers to fight, and to labour 


with Pleaſure. 

There will be ſtill a Time, wherein his Souls ſhall be 
numbered by Millions and Myriads. 

Indeed the full Extent of this Expreſsion ſurpaſſes the 
Reach of all Words. 
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He, who with Hunger and Thirſt after Souls, fpent 


above thirty Years, and ventured his Life more than 
David's mighty Men, to quench their Maſter's Thirſt ; 
nay, even at his Death, expreſſed his longing Defire by 
his Thirſt ; he, I ſay, ſhall be /atisfied. 

We, who are to be the Reward of our Saviour, muſt 
be brought ſo far, that we can ſay with Truth: I have 
no Will of my own ; I renounce all the Honour, Riches, 
and Pleaſures of the World. 

All J have, belongs to my Saviour. Neither is there 
any Need of enumerating any Virtues and Good 
Works. 

All is his from this very Hour. He demands his Re- 
ward, and we believe that he deſerved it. 

And this is the Matter, which all true Servants of 
Chriſt ought highly to obſerve, 

When Souls are dead, they may be told too ſoon, 
that they are the Reward of our Saviour, 

He demands theſe Wages of his Labour, when he 
forgives our Sins. 


We muſt firſt know, that we are redeemed and pur- 
chaſed by him. 

This is ſometimes our Saviour's Buſineſs, by the Law, 
whereby we are brought into Straits. He ſhews us 
our Miſery, ſtrips us of all our felf-conceited Virtues 
and Merits, and convinces us that we are Sinners, 

By theſe Means we learn to value the eternal Worth 
and Weight of our Saviour's Merits ; and when he for- 
gives us our Sins, we fall down at his Footſtool, and 
acknowledge, that it would be a Heaven- piercing Sin, 
to with-hold the Reward of his Labour from him; as 


if the bloody Sweat of Chrift trickled down upon the 
Ground in vain. 


See 
DISCOURSE Al. 
To live under Him in his Kingdom, and to 


ſerve Him. 


ORD, remember me, when thau comet into thy 
Kingdom, Luke xxiii. 42. 
Theſe 
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68 
Thefe Words repreſent to us one of the moſt beauti- 


ful Circumſtances in our Saviour's Paſsion. 
The Lord underſtood the Senſe of it exactly by his 


Anſwer, Yerily 1 ſay unto thee, To-day thou ſhalt be with 


me in Paradiſe, Luke xxiii. 43. 

The Man, who wanted to be remembered by our 
Saviour, was a Robber ; who, ſtill upon the Croſs, was 
unconverted ; and not only took Jeſus for ſuch an one 
as he was himſelf, but alſo revil'd him: For thoſe that 
were crucified with him, who were no more than two, 
reviled him, Mark xv. 32. 

That hearty Interceſsion, Father, forgive them, fer 
they know not what they do, could not poſsibly be with- 
out a ſaving Effect, Luke xxii. 34. 

By this his Heart was touched, and began to awake; 
or, as it was ſaid of Lydia, The Lord opened his Heart. 

So that, without any Heſitation, he ſaid, Lord, re- 
member me, when thou comeſ! into thy Kingdom. 

The Lord, who would ſhew us the Method of ſaving 
Souls, replied immediately, Yerily J ſay unto thee, To- 
day thou ſhalt be with me in Paradiſe. 

Through this Word the Thief was made immediately 
a Companion of our bleſſed Redeemer. 

This Inſtance is not at all extraordinary, as many 
well-meaning Teachers, to prevent Miſchief, endeavour 
to prove; and that ſuch an Inſtance may happen but 
once in an Age; or that this may be an Inſtance which 
happened only at the Paſsion of our Lord. 

But more of this hereafter. The Subject of our Diſ- 
courſe at preſent is the Kingdom of ſeſus and his Sub- 
jects, 

IJ. The Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt is threefold. 

1. The Kingdom he had before the Foundation of 
the World was laid, aud which ſliall endure for ever. 

2. The Kingdom he began at his Incarnation, and 
continued until his Exaltation. _ 

3- The Kingdom he partly began at his Aſcenſion, 
and ſhall continue to all Eternity, tho' under ſeveral 
Degrees. | 


1. Before the Foundation of the World He was the 


eternal Son of God, and had that Kingdom before the 
World was. 


Where- 


9 5 
eauti- Wherefore he could ſay in his laſt Prayer, Father, 

glorify Thou me with thine cuwn ſelf, with the Glory 
y his which Ihadawith Thee before the World was, John xvii. 5. 
with In the Beginning was the Word, and the Word was 


ewith Ged, and the Mord was God, All Things were 
y Our made by Him, John 1. | 


„ was He has had that Kingdom, which was continued in 
in one Majeſty, Honour and Glory, from an Origin we can ne- 
ſe that yer fathom. 
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n two, We can never ſay his Kingdom began, but it conti- 
nued uninterrupted and unchangeable, till he was pleaſed 

m, fer to empty himſelf of it, Phil. ii. 14. 

e With- As abe Children are Partakers of Fl: and Blood, he # 
alſo hienſelf likexciſe took part of the ſame, Heb. ii. 1. 

wake; 2. Here began a new OEconomy, a new Kingdom, 

Heart. which had been expected ſo long, and is called the 

wad, re- Kingdom of the Crels. 


And this Croſs repreſents nothmg elſe but the real 
ſaving Form of the King; in which as he appeared, ſo like 
bee, To- I viſe do all the Subjects of his Kingdom. 

| When the King of Perſia wanted to honour Mor- 
ediately decai, he asked, What all be done unto the Man whom 
the King delighteth to honour ? The Anſwer was, Let 
5 many the Royal Apparel, which the King uſeth to wear, be put 
deavour ¶ en him, and bring him on Horſeback through the Streets 
open but of the City, Eſther vi. 
e which So every one, who will be a Servant of our Saviour, 
muſt wear his Robes, his Reproach, and his Croſs. 


7 . ] 


a 

b 

our Diſ- The whole Kingdom of Chriſt appears moſt glorious 
his Sub- in thoſe Souls that have a ſpiritual Taſte. ; 
The Lord forbids us to ſay, Tis here or there; but 0 

. you may eaſily ſay, There it is not. 1 
lation of To the great and magnificent Deſcription the World | 
ever. gives of it, (who make their outward Pomp and Gran- * 
tion, and I deur, and wwor/dly Poxver, the Character of the true 1 
Church) one may, without the leaſt Heſitation, give a 2 

Iſcenſion, I flat Denial. : 
er ſeveral Thoſe applauded Chriſtians can never demonſtrate | 5 
themſelves to be the People the King honoureth, 8 

e was the | For they want his Ornament, the Nature of his Princes, 5 


before the and the real Enſigns of his State. 


In this Kingdom nothing is to be found but real Sa- 
Where- tisfaction, 
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80 
tisfaction, and perpetual Hours of Bleſſedneſs; but all 
this in the Heart. | | 

The Kingdom of God is Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Foy 
in the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. xiv. 17. 

But to all that do not underſtand the Myſtery, this 
Kingdom is but poor, mean, and inſignificant. 

» 4 he natural Man receiveth not the Things of the Spirit 
of God, for they are Foolifhneſs unto him: Neither can he 
know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, 1 Cor. 
14. 
3. His third Kingdom begins partly from his glorious 
Aſcenſion, and endures to all Eternity; but it will be 
then fully manifeſted, when all thoſe ſhall be brought 
into it, who are ſtill ſweating in the Kingdom of the 
Croſs. 

His Servants all ſee his Face and glorify him. 

Whatever we can ſay of this, his Kingdom conſiſts in 
nothing but Figures. 

It ſurpaſſes our Imagination; it is more glorious than 
any Idea we can poſſibly frame. « 

Beloved, now we are the Sons of God, and it doth not 
yet afpear what we ſhall be: But we know, that when 
he fhall appear, we. fhall be like him; for we ſhall ſee 
him as he is, John iii. 2. 

The Thief entered this Kingdom. 

II. The Subjects of our Saviour's Kingdom are the 
Souls of Men; in the Kingdom of his Poxwer none are 
excepted. All Souls are his. 

But God hath choſen us in Chriſt befere the Foundation 
of the Warld, to the Praiſe of the Glory of his Grace, 
Eph. i. 

"Al our Days are written in his Book that are yet to 
come, 

We muſt promote his Kingdom, tho” never ſo much 
againſt our Wills: We are obliged to do every thing in 
his Kingdom, whatever he deſires; only we receive no 
Benefit from it, if it is not done with a good Heart. 

We ſhall alſo become Subjects of his Kingdom of the 
Croſs, 

When T fhall be exalted from the Earth, I will draw 
all after ne. He will not leave one Soul of us un- 
drawn, 
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We are all appointed to be Subjects of tis his King- 


dom. 

The calling of Mankind to the Kingdom of the Croſs 
may be conſidered in a threefold Manner. 1. With 
regard to Time. 2. With regard to the Things they 
are to do. 3. With regard to the Manner how our 
Saviour will diſpoſe of them. 

1. The Time in which Men are to come to this 
Kingdom, is in God's Hands, in the particular Trea- 
ſures of our Saviour's Wiſdom. f 

When one of fourſcore Years old lies a dying, whe 
had always been in a dead State, and had never percei- 
ved any of our Saviour's Grace in his Heart, and i the 
laſt Hour of his Life is drawn of our Saviour the firſt 
Time, he is as happy as the Thief upon the Croſs, and 
goes immediately to Heaven, | 

Our Saviour, when he calls in the laſt Hour, is ſatiſ- 
fied even with his laſt Hour. | 

The Servants of Chriſt can be fully aſſured, that ſuck 
People are as happy as themſelves, 

There is a great Number of thoſe, like the Thief on 
the Croſs, who learn but at the laſt of their Lives what 
Jeſus is to them, and what they ſhould be to him. 

Such poor Souls muſt not be detained with a long Ac- 
count of their Enormities, but they muſt be ſtreight- 
way directed to Jeſus Chriſt. 

For ſuch a Sou, that is thoroughly ſenſible of its be- 
ing loſt, the Lamo has paid the Ranſom. 

Provided, however, that they were never awaken- 
ed before, nor conſequently ſuppreſſed the Motions of 
Grace. | 

But People that have known what Jeſus and his Sal- 
vation 1s, cannot but in their laſt Moments be a Proof of 
that Unhappineſs which is felt when Jeſus has been re- 
jected, and the Heart has ſwerved from him. 

Howbeit, if theſe Souls could but take Courage to 
come to Chriſt, ſurely there would be Help for them. 

But their Caſe is a thouſand Times worſe, than that of 
thoſe that are quite dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. 

And this Difference the Meſſengers of Peace ought to 
obſerve in their Declarations of the Goſpel. 
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Both of the forementioned ſorts of People have indeed IM ac 

nothing more to do than to receive the Grace offer'd them. ti 
But with him who is called betimes, and has ſtill Time 

to act for, and live to his Saviour, the Caſe is quite Ol 


different. W 
Of this ſort of People, whoever would truſt and lean 

upon Grace, and not endeavour to improve it, nor per- iſ 2! 

form that which our Saviour has called and appointed 

him to do, he would moſt miſerably deceive himſelf. ta 


As ſoon as one has Time and Opportunity, one ought 
to teſtify of Grace, to ſerve the Croſs, and live as a le. 
Triumph of the Lamb. tic 

2. With regard to the Things our Saviour appoints 
Men to do in his Kingdom, they may be reduced to 
two ſorts. * 
Some Men the Saviour uſes in a common Way, whom th 

he permits to buſy themſelves in Things neceſſary for 


a civil Life. K 
Theſe nevertheleſs may do all to him, and be faithful © N. 
and graceful Chriſtians. ; W 
But there are others, whom he appoints in a ſpecial cu 
Manner to his Service. Bl 


In the Old Teſtament we have an Example of this 
as in a Type, where every Tribe had its particular Por. I fe 
tion of Land allotted them ; but the Prieſts dedicated 
to the Lords ſpecial Service, were no where at home. M 
Theſe are a fort of Outlaws. 
No Sanction can ever be eſtabliſhed, by which they I} af 


can be exempted from Perſecution. an 
Theſe muſt be ready every Hour to quit their Right, 
their Conveniency, and give up every thing. G 


But we will alſo ſee what our Saviour puts us upon in 
his Kingdom, and what we may expect of him. 

Here our Saviour has ſeveral Diſpenſations. | 

One he leads by his Underſtanding chiefly. In 

Another he viſits with many ſpiritual Senſations. 

To the third he gives a deep Knowledge of his re- 
yealed Word. 

Every one has his natural Talent, which the Lord 
Canctifies, when it is laid down in the Duſt, and given 
up to our Redeemer. 

A Man doth not chuſe his own Way, but our Saviour 
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accommodates himſelf to our Capacity and Diſpoſi- 
tion. , 

He that is endowed with a penetrating Judgment, 
our Saviour leads by that; but ſuch an one muſt be- 
ware of reaſoning againſt God. 

He that wants this, & led through many Senſations 
and great Impreſſions of his Grace and Love. 

Theſe enjoy much Happineſs ; but they ought to 
take care leſt they run into idle Imaginations. 

The third fort, which keep cloſe to the Word, are 
led by that; but they muſt beware of empty Specula- 
tions and vain Criticiſing. 

The Lord manifeſts himſelf according to the different 
Capacity of every one; ſo that they are happy in this 
World, when they keep what eur Saviour has given 
them. 

The Service of our Saviour is continued even in the 
Kingdom of Glory, where it will be the Cauſe of in- 
ward and outward Reſt and Satisfaction. Here in the 
World it is ſurrounded with many Troubles and Diffi- 
culties ; but there it will be a Part of our. Joy and 
Bleſſedneſs. | * 

His Servants ſhall ſee his Face, and ſerve him at the 
fame Time. 
We all our Labour in Eternity will be without any 

erit. 

The only Merit that is and ſhall be mentioned here- 
after, is this, Thou haſt been ſlain; thou haſt loved us 
and waſhed us from our Sins in thy own Blood, Rev. i. 5. 
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DISCOURSE XV. 
In Eternal Righteouſneſs, Innocency and Hap- 


Pine ſs. 


in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, Eph. iv. 24. 
Here obſerve two 'Things, what is meant by eternal 
Righteouſneſs, Innocency and Happineſs ; and how we 
may obtain them. | 
F 2 The 
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The Means to obtain eternal Righteouſneſs is Juftifi- 
eation ; Holineſs brings eternal Innocency, and Redemp. 
tion eternal Salvation, 

That which makes us ſo happy in the Kingdom of our 
Redeemer, is called Righteouſneſs, Innocency and Hap- 


panels, 


But here we muſt conſider, what theſe glorious Qua- 
hiications were before the Fall; what Condition they 
were in after the Fall; and how they appear again af. 


ter our bleſſed Saviour's Reſtoration from the Fall. 


Before the Fall we were endowed with Wiſdom, 
Righteouinels, Innocence and Happineſs. They were 
all true and real; but, as the Event ſhewed, not eternal, 

We were then dignified with ſuch a Wiſdom, as I am 
not able to deſcribe, becauſe it is not expreſly reveal'd 
in Scripture. 

The true Righteouſneſs was, that God had created 
Man for this Purpoſe, as he declares himſelf, Gen. i. 26, 
28. that he ſhould rule oyer the Earth and-ſubdue it. 

The Lord, who alone was his Superior, having made 
Man Maſter over all the World, gave him, at the ſame 
time, but one Rule which he ſhould obſerve, to teſtify 
his Dependance upon his divine Maker, auho in his 
Throne would be greater than he, Gen. xli. 40. 

Here the whole World was ſubject unto Man, and 
the Image of the inviſible God was tranſplendent in him; 
which gave him ſuch a Luſtre and uncontroulable Au- 
thority over all the Creatures, that every one in partt- 
cular was at his Command, 

He could demand the Fruitfulneſs of the Earth, and 
the Glory of Heaven, as a Tribute that belonged to 
him. 

No Creature in the Foreſt can enjoy its Food, where- 
ſoever, with more Freedom and Innocency, has Man, 
in his primitive State, could uſe and enjoy every Thing 
about him. | 

His Holinefs, before the Fall, confiſted in his Inno- 
cency ; he did not know what Sin was, nor could he 
have any Notion of it. 

And he was but cheated 1 into it; fo that he fell but 
by Craft. 

His Happineſs before the Fall was this, that he was 
perfectly 
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y eaſy ; no Evil nor Wearineſs diſturbed bim in 
all his Labour, but Reſt and Peace attended him every 


| where, and in every Thing he did. 


2. But, after the Fall, the Caſe is quite altered. 

Our natural Wiſdom now is nothing but a vehement 
Deſire to know all Things that we could be happy 
without ; on the contrary, we know not that which all 
our Happineſs depends upon, 

We are rather inclined to learn any 'Thing, than what 
belongs to our eternal Salvation. 

Hence our Wiſdom is called Fooliſhneſs before God. 

What we know, are generally Things we have no 
need of, and are either uncertain, or, at moſt, but pro- 
bable. | 

Our Righteouſneſs, after the Fall, conſiſts in this, that 
we patch up ſomething, which we fancy to juſtify our- 
ſelves before God withal. ' 

I ſpeak of ſuch People as are at the Pains to ſeek God ; 
as for others, one cannot even {ay ſo much of them. 

Theſe endeavour to make God their Friend by all 
ſorts of Worſhip and good Works; which Opinion ſoon 
crept in among the Mraclites, and doth ſtil] prevail every 
where. The Righteouſneſs of Men that have a Regard 
for God, conſiſts, generally, in doing good, eſchewing. 
Evil, giving of Alms, Sc. and this, they think, ſhall 
juſtify them, 

And altho' this is ſometimes contradicted from the 
Pulpit, yet the Practice is ſtill the ſame. 

Our Sanctification, after the Fall, conſiſts either in a 
groſs Ignorance, or in a patch'd up Holineſs. | 

Ignorance ſeems to have ſome Reſemblance to the 
Innocence before the Fall, becauſe it doth not know any 
Thing of this or that ſort of Wickednefs. 

But it differs, Fit, That beſides the Capacity, it has 
even an Inclination to Wickedneſs, and wants nothing” 
but an Occaſion to exert it. 

Secondly, That before the Fall it was univerſal ; but 
that after the Fall is particular, and can be ſaid of ſome 
Perſons, or ſome particular 'Things only. 

We are ignorant but of {ome certain ſorts of Vices. 

As one Perſon may not be unchaſte, another not proud, 
2 third not covetous, and a fourth not unactive; but all 
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| 
this may not proceed from a Love to God, but from 
Education or Conftitution of Body, which inclines them 
to this or that Virtue, and makes them unfit for the con- 
trary Vices. . 

Even this Holineſs, therefore, is good for nothing; be- 
cauſe it doth not proceed from him, who muſt work all 
that is good himſelf. 

The Children of Reaſon (mind) are Children of Wrath 
even as others, Eph. xi. 3. 

The Happineſs of natural Men conſiſts in obtaining 
what they deſire, and keeping what they have obtained 
as long as they pleaſe. 

I ſpeak of thoſe that have a Shew of Happineſs ; 
that have healthful and hopeful Children ; a well or- 
dered Family ; kind and reaſonable Neighbour. ; mo- 
derate and ſufficient Liberty. 

But if a Man is in Poſſeſsion of all this, and his Heart 
is not at home where it ought to be, neither one, nor 
all theſe Things, will be able to ſecure his Contentment, 
except he is quite indolent and ſtupified. i 

Thus Happineſs, after the Fall, is no Happineſs at 
all. , 

3. That is now, after the Death of Chriſt, true Wil- 
Come e Righteouineſs, true Holineſs and Redemp- 


. * tion, Which is 7ncorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeath 
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This Wiſdom is the ſimple and uninterrupted Contem- 
plation of the Love of Jeſus; the higheſt Knowledge of 
all, and worthy the Meditation of any human Soul. 

When a Man drops and loſes all the Right he has by 
Nature ; and, by Faith, receives from our Saviour, an 
Aſſurance, that all his future Expectations depend en- 
tirely upon his Grace and Mercy; when he has leave to 
ask for, and receives all that Jeſus has merited for us: 

This is that eternal Righteouſneſs obtained by Jeſus 
our Mediator. | 

He that has it, knows it. X 

What Man fancied he had before, was mere Delufi- 
dn; and what he actually had was the Curſe, 

But what he now has is mere Grace, - 

Our Innocency after the Fall begins with Holineſs, 
aud refers to the former primitive Innocence. . 

| one 


bis, By® PP AMO 


lolineſs, 


None 
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None can be innocent, but he that has obtained the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt; for he may be innocent in 
one Thing, and yet not in another. 

He that obtains the Righteouſneſs in the Blood of je- 
ſus Chriſt, receives alſo Strength to ſubdue all the Evil he 
knows in himſelf, and which he muſt conſtantly ſtudy to 
find out more and more, and to tread it under his Feet, till 
at laſt, after he has long converſed with his Saviour, he 
forgets Sin quite, and relies entirely in his Redeemer : 
And this 1s to be obtained by conſtant Grace, Faithfulneſs, 


and cloſe Imitation of our Saviour's 8 ſo that 


we can ſay with St Paul, 
lives in me. 

For as much as one lives to himſelf (a ud *yw) he is a 
dinner; but he that is juſtified never meddles with Sin, 
bat acts always contrary to it; or, if it begins to ſtir, he 
ſtifles and conquers it preſently. 

The Happineſs is, that a Man recovers and enjoys 
all that he had before the Fall, vi. Reſt, Contentedneſs, 
a Happineſs ſuitable to the Mind of the Lord ; but all 
this in the Spirit and in the Heart. 

The Body keeps its Order, and the Children of God 
experience what our Saviour did whilſt he was in the 


live, yet not I 


„ but Chrif 


World; yet their Heart is joyful, and in Safety and | 


Certainty, 

We are made Lords over our Bodies ard its Incum- 
brances, and live contented, let the outward Circum- 
ſtances be ever ſo hard. 

Such is the happy State of the Faithful 2 

But here is the Queſtion, How can one obtain all this? 
How can we become ſo wiſe, ſo righteous, {01 innocent, 
ſo happy, and all this for ever? , 

The Way to attain it is no other but What we are 
taught in the Goſpel. 

It doth not conſiſt in Words; but when Jeſus Chriſt 


teaches us, we learn (apprila PH Words that are in- 


expreſsible. 
We obtain a divine Cettainty of the Truth. 


2 


The Wiſdom of this World is changeable; but this 18 


unchangeable. 
The very Wiſdom of the Apoſtles is alſo ours. 


The very pooreſt and moſt miſerable People of for- 
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mer dark Times, who had Jeſus, ſpoke the ſame which 
we do now, tho? with other Words, | | 

No Soul, ſince the World began, was ever ſaved 
any other Way but by the Blood of Chriſt, without any 
Merit or Works of their own. 

The common Proverb is, Many Men, many Minds; 
but here it is ſaid, We are all of one Mind in Chriſt. 

This Wiſdom is, the Myſtery of the Merits of Jeſus 
Chriſt ; which Souls, by Nature, know nothing of, tho', 
perhaps, they may be able to ſay a great deal about 
other, even good Things. | 

No, it muſt be given from above. 

By Nature, we have no Parts for it. No Doctor nor 
Philoſopher can find it out ; no natural Capacity can 
comprehend it. 

But as ſoon as our Saviour begins to inſtruct us, there 
is no need of many Arguments, but he does ſomething 
in the Heart which is felt without Contradiction. 

It is mere divine Power and divine Wiſdom. 

The Way to true and eternal Righteouſneſs is Juſti 
fication. SE 

Our Saviour has but one Method, both with all Man- 
kind in general, and with every Soul in particular. 

When we are weary and heavy laden, then our Sa- 
viour ſhews his Father that he hath made Satisfaction 
for us. | 

And then a Sinner is convinced of that eternal Pri- 
vilege, that the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt is her ſafe Con- 
duct through the World, Sin, Death and Hell. 

Holineſs is given, when the holy Spirit aſſures us, that 
our Sins are forgiven us through the Merits of Jeſus. 
Then the Proud and Ambitious abominate Honour; the 
Luxurious, Luſts and Pleaſures ; the Lazy and Indolent 
abhor Idleneſs ; and the Covetous fly from Riches. 
And this Work our Saviour carries on to the laſt Day 
of our Life; ſo that we grow more holy, more righte- 
ous, and more happy. Our Saviour doth not proceed, 
like moral Philoſophy, to mend an unholy Life by De- 

ees, but all that muſt be denied at once. 

He drowns all Wickedneſs in his Blood, and ſuppreſſes 
it with his Power. 
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But, on the contrary, Goodneſs and Holineſs admits 
of Degrees, | 

The Man grows more chaſte, more humble, more li- 
beral and more active; or, to ſpeak plainer, the Scholar 
comes to be a Man, and, by Degrees, a Maſter. 

One always learns to get a deeper Inſight into the 
Myſtery of Holineſs, grows more familiar with the 
Practice, gets more and more Advantage and Succeſs 
by Uſe and Application: And this is very much advan- 
ced by continual Uſe ; the Senſes more exerciſed, and 
Experience obtained. 

This is being happy, when nothing comes in Com- 
petition with our Saviour and his uninterrupted Preſence 
with us; when nothing in the World is able to cauſe a 
Separation between him and us, then his Peace keeps 
our Hearts and Minds for ever. 

We are happy wherever we ſtand or go, ſit or lie 
down, wake or ſleep, ſuffer or conquer, live or die. 

The World cannot diſturb our Happineſs. Neither 
dare the Fleſh ſhew itſelf any more. 

Only the wicked One remains, whoſe Power is great 
and terrible; and is ever very buſy about the Faithful, 
to try whether he can find an Opportunity to aſſault 
and overcome them; wherefore our Saviour not only 
teaches us continually to pray, Deliver us from Ewil, but 
thought it neceſſary to pray for us himſelf, that at the Time 
when Satan deſires to ſift us, our Faith may not fail. 
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DISCOURSE XV. 


As He is riſen from the Dead, lives and reigns 


for ever and ever. 


UR Saviour explains this in few Words, John 
xiv. 19. I live, and ye ſhall live alſo. 
From which Words let us learn theſe two fundamen- 
tal Truths. 1. That he lives. And, 2. That we ſhall 
live alſo. 
He that lives, is the ſame, who lay in the Grave and 
taſted Death for us all. _ 
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But the Son of God could not remain in Death. 
When Princes ſtoop to mean Offices or Circum- 
ſtances, every one knows that is not their proper Buſi- 
neſs, but it is only for ſome other End and Purpoſe, 
Whoever has ſeen the Son of God on the Croſs, muſt 
have concluded, that he could not remain in that low 
Condition, but that it would tend to ſome great and in- 
expreſſible Purpoſe. 
e then prepared a Way to an ever-abiding Life 
of many Souls. And this Way was his Death. 
No Soul enters Eternity and comes before the 'Throne 
of God, unleſs her Tablernacle is changed. 
For this Reaſon our Saviour laid his Body into the 
Grave, as the Place where others ſhould be laid. 
But becauſe he did not want to remain longer in 
Death, he roſe again by his divine Power. 


He ſuffered innumerable Pains and Agonies, but they 
were at laſt diſſolved by his Power, becauſe he has the 


Keys of Death. 


As he acted as Lord in his Death, fo he did- in his 
Grave; where he remained his appointed Time, or as 
long as he pleaſed, and left it again after he had ſaeri- 
ficed his Body, and then converſed with his, as long as 
he thought neceſlary. | 

Thus we ſee who it 1s that lives, viz. the eternal 
Son of God in the Boſom of his Father ; at whoſe Name 
all Creatures muſt bow in Heaven, in Earth, and under 
the Earth, and all Tongues muſt confeſs, that Jeſus 
Chriſt is Lord, to the Glory of the Father, Pil. ii. 

10, 11. 

But what is the Manner of his Life? 

1. He is riſer: from the Dead, and lives and reigns 
far ever. Chriſt being raiſed from the Dead, dies no 
more, Rom. vi. 9. He ever lives to mare Intercdſ on 
for us, Heb. vii. 25. He has overcome, and is ſet down 
with his Father in his Throne, Rev. iii. 21. 

This is our Saviour's Manner of Life : He labours 
continually, that the World may ſubſiſt; and that is the 
ancient Work of his Divinity, 

But he labours alſo as Man, and ever draws one after 
another, interceeding for them with his Father, looks 
to his Enemies, purſues and ſpares them, till eee ane 
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there he makes an Example of them for the Benefit of 
the World. | | | 

This Life endures for ever and ever, according to that 
ſpecial Word, Jobn viii. 35. The Servant abideth not 
in the Houſe for ever, but the Son abideth ever. 

His Time of Service, his Subjection, as glorious as it 
&, ſhall have an End, when he has ſubdued all his 
Enemies, and accompliſh'd all his Offices: But then he 
will live in his Divinity after all the Periods of Time 
are paſt ; his Entrance will be from Eternity into Eter- 
nity, as his coming forth was before all Time. 

And this is the Life of our Saviour. 

Secondly, Ye ſhall live alſo. This he ſays of us and 
our Life, We are the People that ſhall live. 

"Tis no ſmall Matter to live, and particularly ſo, as 
Jeſus doth, and to ſit with him in the Throne of his 
Father. 

J count all Things but Loſs, for the Excellency of the 
Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt my Lord: For whom I have 
ſuffered the Loſs of all Things, and do count them but 
Dung, that 1 may win Chriſt, and be found in him, 
Phil. iii. 

St Paul wanted only to know him and the Power of 
his Reſurrection. He wanted to be ſure of his living. 
All Men ſhall not live. Ye ſhall die, ſays our Sa- 
viour to a Number of Men, John viii. 24. | 

If you have ſpent your Life, which is nothing but 
Death, in this World, either with a philoſophical 
Thought of a future better Life after this, or with a 
fanciful Faith and Hope of being ſaved, or have he- 
lieved nothing at all; and thus quit your mortal Cottage 
the Soul was impriſon'd in, you will enter into a new 
Death, and die for ever. 

I will give but a ſhort Deſcription of thoſe that die 
an eternal Death, and enter the Lake which burns with 
Fire and Brimſtone, which is the ſecond Death, Rev. 
xx. 8. | | 

Here not only the Murderer, Whoremonger, Thief, 
and the like, enter, but the loving Apoſtle names alſo 
the Fearful, and places them in the Front of all thoſe 
woful Wretches that ſhall be thrown into the fiery Lake, 
and die eternally, i 
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To be fearful, is the Character of thoſe who are 
ever beginning and reſolving anew to be converted, but 
never put their good Reſolution in practice. 

This is not a Deſcription of wilful Sinuers, but of 
ſuch as die in their Wiſhes, Prov. xx. 25. of thoſe 
that will not accept of the Power and Efficacy of 
Chriſt's Death, nor partake of this glorious Life, nor 
can with Truth fay, I am his. 

Whoever cannot ſay this, is ſuch an unhappy Wretch, 
that dies eternally the very Moment he goes out of this 
World. : 

Our Thovghts and Wiſhes can eafily deceive us. Not 
only a firm Reſolution and Promiſe ; but alſo a living 
Faith is required, if one will eſcape eternal Death. 

We muſt make the Reſurrection preſent to our Minds, 
and meet it with our Hearts lifted up on high. 

This is being ſure without wavering or drawing back, 
but keeping cloſe to Jeſus, tho' inviſible, as if we ſaw 
him with our Eyes. . 

Thus he ſhall live that believes, and takes his Delight 
in his Saviour and his Reſurrection: who neither ſets 
his Heart at Eaſe, nor lays his Head to Reſt, till he can 
ſay with Aſſurance, Yea, Amen, I ſhall live. 

Our Saviour often puts his Children to the Trial, that 
they may ſound and ſearch their Hearts. 

And all the Conſiderations our Saviour raiſes in our 
Hearts, in order to know whether we are his, do but 
ſerve to enflame our Hearts the more with Love and Joy 
towards him. | 5 8 

Our Miſery and Infirmities cannot detain us from 
him. 5 „ 

He that has got once into his Acquaintance, has no 
need to leave him, or ſwerve from him: But if he finds 
any thing contrary to the Majeſty of our Saviour, he 
lays it before him, and ſays, Here is ſomething, which 
is not fit to bring before the holy Throne, cleanſe and 
avaſh it away; but if that will not do, fift, meit, and 
refine it, Mal. iii. 3. and make me precious in the Furnace 
of Afliction, Wa. viii. 10. | 

Whoever is not fearful, may be delivered every Mo- 
ment from all that troubles him; from all his Tempta- 
tions and Damnation. 
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Thus all thoſe Sinners. live, that look for Jeſus and 
find him, that could not be at reſt, till they had recei- 
ved him. 

2. The Life we receive, divides itſelf into two 
Branches. | 

The firſt is, we are dead, and our Life. is hid with 
Chriſt in God. 

The ſecond is the Conſequence of the firſt ; but when 
Chriſt, who is our Life, ſhall appear, then ſhall we al. 
ſo appear with him in Glory. * 

We hve from that Moment, when Jeſus ſays to us, 
Thou jhalt live. 

The hidden Life in God, and the Salvation in Chriſt, 
begins the very Moment when we know what we have 
in our Saviour. | 

When the World takes us for civi/ly dead, uſeleſs and 
unhappy Men, we then are Citizens and Ele&, and be- 
long to God's own Family. 

Concerning our outward Life and Behaviour, we of- 
ten do nothing elſe, but what other People do, but with 
a Child-like, loving, and chearful Heart towards God 
and Man. 

This is that ſecret Life, ſo diſagreeable to the Eyes 
of other People, 

But he, whoſe Eyes ſearch all the Corners of the Earth, 


looks upon it in Mercy. 


The King's Daughter is all glorious within, Pſ. xlv. 14. 

7 he hidilen Man of the Heart in a meek and quiet Spi 
it, is of great Price in the Sight of God, 1 Peter iii. 4. 

"Tis in the Heat as it is in Heaven. 

But what will that Life be in our Father's Kingdom ? 

Hereof we can ſay but little. Our Diſcourſes tend 
only. to excite the Mind to conſider that Subject a 
little deeper, and conſult the Word of God ; which, 
being read with a Heart that is touched and raiſed to 
Life, will be better than all human Words. 

This Word, indeed, points to the Lamb, and ſo doth 
the Word of God; but with Expreſsions we cannot find 
out with our beſt Underſtanding, but may be felt and 
taſted by an indwelling intimate Senſation of the Spirit. 

This I recommend to all your mature Conſiderations ; 
and humbly beſeech the Holy Spirit to read you an em- 
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Phatical Lecture upon theſe Words, That 7 eſus lives ans 


you are to live with him. 
Annan: Bethe Weg oh 2 9, dong di one one ye oh 220%, 
DISCOURSE XVI. 


That 1s certainly true. 


Heſe are the laſt Words of the ſecond Article. 

| L{ know whom I have believed, and am perſua- 
ded that he is able to keep that which ] hae committed 
wnto him againſt that Day, 1 Tim. Xii. 

I believe that my Saviour, my King, bears his Name 
with Honour and Glory, | 

L believe his eternal Divinity: I believe his real Hu- 
manity: I believe that I am one of his Family: I be- 
lieve I was loft and damned: I have known my Sentence 
of Death and Damnation. 

But I believe alſo for certain, that I have been ran · 
ſomed and abſolved. | A 

I believe that J am the juſt Reward of all his Labour, 
of all his Sweat, and of all his Pains. 
I believe he has won and gain'd me by his own Sword 
and Bow, | 

I believe I am no more obliged to ſin, 

I believe I ſhall not die F 

I believe that I am the Devil's Lord and Maſter. 

I believe that I am redeemed merely by the Death 


and Puniſhment the Son of God has ſuffered for me. 


I believe that I now belong to none but to him who 
has purchaſed me. 

I believe him to have the Kingdom over all. 

I believe, that wherever J am, I live in him, in his 
Protection, and in his Peace. 

I am now aſſured that I have the ſame unchangeable 
Right with all my Fellow-citizens, to be uninterrupt- 
edly holy, and as inceſſantly happy as they. 

But I believe alſo, that I am nothing without him ; and 
that I live only for this Reaſon, becauſe he lives; and as 
Tong as he lives I hve alſo. 

nd all this I am as firmly aſſured of, as I know that 
my Head is joined to my Body. A 
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A particular Certainty is required when any one be- 
lieves. 

That a Man muſt be able to confeſs and- ſay, 1 Be- 
lieve, is evident from the manifold Queſtions of our Sa- 
viour, Belicweſi thou? If thou cauldeſt believe, Canſt 
thou believe ? . 8 

'Tis impoſſible to pleaſe God without Faith. 

When we believe we ſee the Glory of God to our 
Aſtoniſhment ; all the Senſes, Deſires, Ideas and Moti- 
ons of our Heart and Mind are changed. 

Not only others muſt confeſs the Wonder, that the 
Man is ſo alter'd, but we are amazed at the Change 
ourſelves, 

We become a Wonder to ourſelves ; for we ſee with 
our own Eyes, and perceive that he has given us of his 
Spirit. : 

"Who doth not ſee, that we muſt aſſuredly know that 
we believe, when we will be Partakers of divine and 
heavenly Things ? 

'Then the Blood of Chrift, which interceeds for us 
with the Father, has its purifying and ſanctifying Ef- 
ſect immediately, 

Whenever one ſees no Change in a Man, then one 
may ſay with Truth, either thou never has had any 
Faith, or thou has forgot that thou was purged from 
thy Sins ; which is as much as to forget ones Salvation, 

As ſoon as one receives Faith, he eſcapes the Vanities 
of the World; he keeps under what remains of the Fall, 
ſo that it cannot rife to hurt or ſtop him. 

For now aue can do what we wall. 

This is what accompanies Faith itfelf ; but we muſt 
alſo know in whom we believe. 

It is the greateſt Happineſs to know our Saviour in 
all the Degrees, as well of his Humiliation as of his 
glorious Exaltation. 

Our Heart can never be fully ſatisfied and at Eaſe, 
but when we conſider our Saviour upon his Croſs, in his 
Blood and deepeft Humility. 

But if we do not alſo conſider him at the ſame Time 
as our exalted Saviour, who now fits upon the Throne 
of Majeſty on the Right-hand of God, and is Lord over 
all the World, then our Impreſſion is but half, and our 
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kumble Dependance upon him much leſs, than when we 
xre fully perſuaded, that our Lamb is God, the Lord 

To know-in whom we believe, is as much as to ſee 
Jeſus, who is the Lord our God in the Boſom of his 
Father, and contemplate him in the Spirit of our Mind 
upon the Croſs, and thruſt our Hands into the Print of 
his Nails. | 

Tis quite another thing to preach, to produce Argu- 
ments, and to be able to explain this Subject: All theſe 
are Gifts not to be deſpiſed, provided they are agree- | 
able to the Word of God; but they are not eſſential 
Ingredients of Faith, | 

A Soul of the meane/? Capacity can often have a | 
greater Aſſurance of Faith, than a Doctor of the greateſt 
Learning and Sagacity. 

All Men have not Faith ; 'tis mere Grace and 
Mercy. | 

We muſt be aſhamed of our Unbelief and our Ig- 
norance, when we do not know in whom we believe. 
We-ought to pray to God to give us Faith, when we 
have it not; and to ſtrengthen and increaſe it, when we 
do not yet poſſeſs all the Beatitudes ; and our Saviour is 
not manifeſted to us in his Humiliation and Exaltation, 
as far as our Nature can bear it. ; | 

Thus I muſt know in whom I believe. 

He is God, has all the Treaſures of Eternity in his 
Hand, and can do all Things. 

He is Man; I can converſe with him as a Child; 
let me be never ſo miſerable and poor, if I can but pray 
from my very Heart, Have Mercy upon me, thou that 
art my God and Saviour. | 

Theſe two Ideas in one View, is knowing in whom 
we believe. 

In the laſt Place, we muſt know, that he will remain 

# 2 ſo: 1 am perſuaded, that he is able to keep that which 1 
1. hade committed unto him againſt that Day, 2 Tim. i. 12. 
1 This was the Depoſitum of the Apoſtle, which he 
34 expected to receive in due Time. 
$2 As long as the Heir is a Child, he differs not hing from 
* # Servant, tho he be Lord of all; but he is under 7 15 
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45 
and Governors umi the Time appointed of the Father, 
Gal. iv. 1, 2. 2 

Juſt ſo it is with us; we have it not as yet; we are 
not yet at home with him: It is, nevertheleſs, laid up 
very ſafe ; ſo that one can ſay, My Inheritance, my 
Crown, my Bliſs is laid up, and remains ſafe in Hea-- 
ven. 

This ſounds almoſt as if a Man, that has once re- 
ceived Faith, could never fall from it. 

And truly he need not, if he will not. by 

But if any one will forget, that he was purged, like 
a Dog or a Sow,. he may. be entangled again in the: 
Pollution of. the World, 2 Peter ii. 20. That is true. 

The Apoſtles themſelves met with ſuch People, even 
in their Time, that return'd to Satan again. 

If you ask why this Liberty is left us? I anſwer, firſt, 
becauſe eternal Love has not built Heaven to force Souls 
into it, as into a Caſtle or Cloiſter; but for a Habitation 
of all Happineſs, Peace and Liberty. | | 

And, ſecondly, for Reaſons, I do not know,, nor 
can enter into human Hearts, but are incomparably 
great, good and well grounded. 32 

'Tis enough that this Liberty of our Love can well 
ſecure us; our Happineſs is great enough; nothing can 
pluck us out of his Hands ; we can remain if we will. 

Neither Satan, World, nor our own Fleſh and Blood 
can hinder us; but we ourſelves do it out of our per- 
verſe and obſtinate:Will, if we fall away from it; which 
the Apoſtle calls, Heb. vi. 6. crucifying the Son of God 
afreſh ; and Cap. x. 29. treading under Foot the Son of 
God, and counting the Blood of the Covenant an unholy. 
Thing,. and doing deſpite unto the Spirit of Grace. 

Wherefore every Soul ought to ask daily and hourly, 
Doeſt thou remain in thy Faith? 

This the Apoſtle calls fighting and combating for the 
Faith; to look about whether there is any Thing that 
will hinder and deprive us of it. 


Our Saviour asketh, Will you go away? As he ſaid 
before, Will you come? 

Happy is he who anſwers with Peter, Where /hall we 
go, thou haſt the Words of eternal Life? 

Whoſoever is born of Cod, doth not commit Sin. 


_—_ 


(78 ) 


He keepeth him/elf: No Man keepeth himſelf before 
he has the F orgiveneſs of Sins; nor till that Time can 
he either ſtir, or move, or do any ſpiritual Good; nay, 
if he ſhould work Miracles, move Mountains, preſerve 
Countries, and ſuffer Martyrdom, all that would avail 
nothing, if he had not Faith and Rn at os lame 
Time in his Heart, 5 

Both theſe muſt go Hand in Hand together, They | 
are promiſcuouſly uſed in Scripture, becauſe they are im. 
mediately joined together, as ſoon as Forgiveneſs of Sin 
is obtained. 

In the very Moment Lene exerts itſelf in outward 
Works, then one can do Good without being tired. 

IF ye then be riſen with Chriſt, feek thoſe Things which- 
are above, where Chriſt | fitteth on the Right band ef. 
God, Col. uk. 1. _ 

Every Man that hath this Hope in him, * bim - 
ſelf even as he is pure, 1 John iii. 3. | 

Nom we have done: with the fecond. Article of our 
Chriſtian Creed. I ſet my Seal to. it from the Bottom of 
my Soul, and ſubſcribe, that the Lord God is true, and 
that his Son is all-in all to me. 

Would to God that all the People might ſay, P RR 


"I. 


